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The prices and other particulars of properties 

featured in this issue are correct at time of 

publishing. Prices and specifications can be varied 

at any time and pa black advise interested parties 

to check the latest position with their local pa black 

branch before making any arrangements to view.

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS IN STYLE

To book an advertising place in the next 

edition of Distinctive, please contact  

us to discuss the opportunities  

available for your business. Jeff Smith,  

jeff@indigovision.co.uk 02920 798999

Welcome to the coastal edition of Distinctive

“Dramatic cliff faces, award winning beaches, historical landmarks and a distinctive 

beauty, it’s safe to say that Wales has one of the most glorious coastlines in the 

world. In this edition we are celebrating coastal living by speaking to those who 

live and work in four key coastal towns.

With each edition, Distinctive is growing in popularity, so much so that our clients 

are requesting a copy as soon as it has been printed; even our branches are 

awash with people popping in to grab a copy. 

The UK press are presenting the property market as stagnating, with property prices 

falling. The great news for you is that we are bucking this trend; we’ve had a great 

start to the year with sales up 6% for the year to date. In key hotspots demand is still 

outstripping supply, and we encourage buyers and tenants to register with us so we 

can inform them as soon as a property comes onto the market.

This year’s success is down to one key factor: our pa black brand is now 

embedded in many communities in South Wales. We find that our pa black clients 

are often ‘time poor’ and seek an enhanced service. Our relationship manager, 

with their expertise, provides the level of personalised service that is required. 

Each of our relationship managers has years of local knowledge; they have sold 

properties in the local villages, often on the same road as the vendors.

The snap election announcement has not had any effect; from what we are seeing 

in our branches. The presumed slowdown hasn’t hit our shores as yet, and we are 

continuing to invest in our strategy to continue to develop pa black further during 

2017 and beyond.

Be swept away by our coastal condition, as we continue to support the 

communities that we serve.

We look forward to seeing you soon.”

Andrew Barry 
 

Managing Director, pa black 

pablack.co.uk @PABlackHomes

Head office: Peter Alan Ltd, Ty Croes Cwrlwys, Copthorne Way,  

Valegate Retail Park, Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff CF5 6EH  

Tel: 0845 045 5550 

Online version: pablack.co.uk/distinctivemagazine
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published by Designdough and Citrus Content
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Delivering a distinctive 

service for distinctive homes: 

Meet the people selling your 

distinctive home…

pa black is the exclusive homes service 

from Peter Alan – Wales’s biggest estate 

agency with over 50 years’ experience of 

selling homes.

 

Our team of specialist property experts 

have unrivalled local and regional market 

knowledge combined with proven 

expertise to ensure the maximum value  

for your home.

We understand that moving home is one of 

the most important decisions you can make 

for you and your family. That’s why we will 

assist, advise and support you at every 

stage of the selling process and promote 

your property as if it were our own.

Each manager is supported by a highly trained team of property professionals to 

further guarantee that when a client visits pa black they receive a service experience 

as distinctive as the properties we sell. 

Paul Forse 

Business Development Manager

Paul has recently transferred to pa black having started with 

Peter Alan in the mid 1980s. He is one of the longest serving 

managers in the group having managed offices from Swansea 

across to Newport and brings to pa black a wealth of experience 

in the South Wales property market. Paul offers a first class selling 

experience based on building strong relationships with clients.

Francesca Tanguy 

Business Development Manager

Having worked in the industry for over 35 years, Francesca Tanguy 

has a wealth of knowledge and experience in the property market 

both in estate agency and new homes. Known to many clients in 

South Wales, she offers our customers quality sales advice, with 

a professional service from instruction to completion. Francesca 

has lived in the Vale of Glamorgan for 30 years and is a valuable 

member of the expanding pa black division. 

David Lovitt 

Head of pa black

With over 33 years’ experience in the South Wales property 

market, David Lovitt has a wealth of local property knowledge 

and an innate understanding of the most effective methods of 

marketing properties to buyers in Wales. David has headed  

pa black since its inception and his friendly professional approach 

towards his clients has helped to grow pa black from its modest 

beginnings into a the strong recognised brand that it is today.
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Discover 
coastal living
From award winning beaches, 

to rugged shore lines, our 

coastline offers a dramatic 

landscape full of activity. 

Those residing close to our 

shores are privileged to live in 

beautiful areas and wonderful 

communities. During the 

summer we all long for days at 

the beach taking in the sea air, 

but you don’t have to travel far 

to get that holiday feeling.

In this edition of Distinctive,  

we take you on a tour of coastal 

living through the eyes of those 

who live and work in St. Donats, 

Ogmore-by-Sea, Porthcawl,  

and Mumbles.

In Mumbles, you’ll find true quintessential

 coastal living. Nestled in the curve of the 

Gower Peninsula coastline, it is the ideal spot for 

exploring the beautiful bays around Swansea and 

Gower, which are overflowing with native wildlife. 

The natural beauty of the area will draw you 

into its heart, as it has done for so many others 

before, including the likes of Welsh poet and 

writer Dylan Thomas, whose works were 

undoubtedly inspired by the stunning

Mumbles landscapes.

 

With a comforting community feel, but a 

cosmopolitan and culturally rich vibe, Mumbles 

is a desirable place to lay down roots, and 

you won’t have to travel far to find all of 

the entertainment opportunities you need. 

Surrounded by ancient lighthouses, a Victorian 

pier, and a crumbling castle, you can soak up the 

sea views, explore the curious bays, reflect on 

local history and tradition, or embark on outdoor 

adventures right on your doorstep. 

The area can offer so many possibilities 

depending on the lifestyle you are seeking,

from spa retreats and handmade crafts, to surfing, 

gourmet delights and the pubs of the famous 

Mumbles Mile. It’s hard to believe that you could 

have all of this within close proximity to the 

vibrant city of Swansea, and with easy access

to the M4.

As one of Wales’ best loved coastal gems, Mumbles holds many precious memories 

of summers spent by the sea for those who have discovered its magic and delights. 

Mumbles
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caving, surfing, and walking. You can even 

take a step back in time as you hop across 

the river along the stepping stones at the 

ruins of Ogmore Castle, or pick up ancient 

fossils on the beach.

 

At Ogmore-by-Sea, you can truly be at 

one with nature amid the unique habitats 

of this un-spoilt coastline, which is a 

haven for birds and wildlife. The exclusive 

environment of the Merthyr Mawr Warren, 

a national nature reserve, is no different, 

being home to a multitude of species that 

thrive among its towering sand dunes, which 

have long ago swallowed the old village of 

Tregallaw. Moving to Ogmore-by-Sea will 

provide you with more than just a home, 

but also an envious lifestyle where you can 

appreciate everything that nature has to 

offer in this incredible part of Wales.

Situated at the western end of the Glamorgan Heritage Coastline, Ogmore-by-Sea  

is a quaint and friendly village known for being warm and welcoming. 

Ogmore-by-Sea

It can also boast having arguably one of 

the most impressive beaches Wales has to 

offer. At the mouth of the Ogmore Estuary, 

sandy pebbled beaches stretch for miles 

and miles. 

Flanked by limestone cliffs, carved-out 

caves and coastal paths, it is a dream 

destination for outdoor adventure lovers 

seeking a spot for climbing, bouldering, 
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With seven exceptional beaches to relax 

on during the sunny summer months, a 

Victorian promenade for an evening stroll, 

the oldest Royal National Lifeboat Institution 

in the UK, and an energetic funfair for the 

kids, Porthcawl is a destination for the whole 

family to enjoy. 

However, it is not just a beloved holiday 

spot, but also a fantastic place to call 

your home. Located between Cardiff and 

Swansea its ideal location is attracting a 

new wave of homeowners.

 

Benefitting from incredible views, beaches, 

history, and heritage, Porthcawl is a 

thriving town on the Welsh coast, offering 

a laidback lifestyle in the perfect location 

to settle down with your family. The blue 

flag beaches of Porthcawl are renowned for 

their surfing and watersports opportunities, 

allowing you and your family to keep active 

and fit in the great outdoors. Yet if you’re 

searching for a more luxurious and relaxed 

lifestyle, Porthcawl can offer that too. 

Why not take a trip to the characterful 

harbour and enjoy fish and chips by

the sea, or spend an evening at the 

Grand Pavilion arts centre absorbing live 

music and theatre? You could even while 

away the hours in style on the greens of 

the world class Royal Porthcawl golf course. 

What more could you ask for?

With its sandy golden beaches and rolling surf, Porthcawl has been 

a traditional Welsh seaside holiday destination for decades. 

Porthcawl
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Its rich heritage is still clear to see in 

ancient churches, a medieval sundial, an 

old rectory, St. Donats Castle, Nash Point 

Lighthouse, and much more. St. Donats 

beach has hidden historical secrets, as the 

coastline is awash with ancient fossils lying 

undiscovered, just waiting to be unearthed.

 

Aside from its remarkable past, St. Donats 

continues to leave its stamp on Wales in the 

present day. This small and secluded spot has 

evolved into a hub of culture and educational 

excellence, with Atlantic College and  

St. Donats Arts Centre housed at the heart 

of the striking and well-preserved castle. 

The Arts Centre regularly hosts events 

of all types, from music, to theatre, to 

dance, so you can enjoy your favourite live 

performances in a unique venue by the sea. 

You too could appreciate this magnificent 

environment and everything on offer in this 

special village by becoming a part of the 

close-knit St. Donats community.

Steeped in history, the village of St. Donats is a treasure trove 

tucked away off the Vale of Glamorgan coastline. 

St Donats
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Blood, Sweat & Piers
Do you think you know Mumbles Pier? We speak to the owner 

to discover the true story behind this iconic coastal landmark. 

For over a century it has been 

part of the Mumbles landscape, 

but the fact that it still remains 

is down to one family, whose 

passion, determination, 

and overwhelming sense of 

responsibility has ensured it 

remains for many generations 

to come. We spoke to 

Bert Bollom about how his 

family came to own Mumbles 

Pier, their struggles, and plans 

for the future.

It’s not every day you speak to someone 

who owns a pier; you always imagine that 

they are owned by a major corporation, 

or are run by a charitable trust. As our 

conversation starts, my first question just 

has to be – Burt, how did your family come 

to own Mumbles Pier?

“The UK’s first passenger railway was  

in Mumbles; passengers used to arrive  

by paddle steamer and then go back  

into town and to the Gower from here.  

The pier was built as somewhere for the 

paddles steamers to land, and it opened  

on 10th May 1898. 

Bands used to welcome people off the 

ferries, so the pier has always had an 

element of entertainment. In 1916 it was 

leased to the Amusement Equipment 

Company (AMECO), and they slowly started 

to get rid of the railway. My grandfather 

joined AMECO around 1935 to undertake 

various jobs around the pier, and took over 

ownership shortly after.

During World War II the pier was 

requisitioned, as were most of the privately 

owned piers in the UK. The thought was that 

the Germans might use them as landing and 

take off areas. After the war, the pier was 
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in a terrible state; you have a wooden and 

metal structure that basically has been built 

to be mopped down in creosote and covered 

lead, but being soaked in salt water and left 

out in the weather 365 days a year causes 

unbelievable damage. My grandfather re-built 

it after the war, and the pier opened again in 

1950; from there it was passed down to my 

father, and then to my brother and me.

My earliest memories of the pier are Punch 

and Judy shows and music. I remember the 

ballroom when it was the Winter Gardens, 

although many people today will know it 

as the nightclub Cinderella’s. The Winter 

Gardens was where people on a Saturday 

night would get dressed up and come down 

and listen to the resident band. The first 

band I remember is Ray McVay’s he used to 

come down with his large band and play on 

the weekends for all the youngsters.

We started the memory gallery on our 

website out of personal interest, I’ve been 

amazed at the amount of history that’s there.”

One of the items in the memory gallery is an 

old programme from the 1930s.

“The pier has evolved over the years to 

meet the needs of the public, and it’s still 

changing. Around 2000 we put in a skating 

rink for a short period, and now our focus is 

on family. I feel we’ve just started to capture 

the attention of people again. 

I think a lot of people assumed  
it was a council-owned pier, and 
 it was falling into disarray;
they don’t really understand what 
it takes to keep a pier up. 

We can spend literally tens of thousands of 

pounds on simple things like tie-rods, which 

are the rods that go between the main piles. 

Although a pier is very strong with pressure 

downwards, it has no strength sideways.

If you can imagine holding a straw, you can 

push down on it quite hard, but turning it 

side to side is easier. We have spent tens 

of thousands, nearly every year, putting in 

these tie-rods; it is work that the public can’t 

see, but it’s essential.

Marketing is something we are getting back 

to, sharing with people what we are doing, 

and why. It’s a privately owned pier; 

we haven’t had any grants or funding, so it’s 

important to push the message that every 

penny people spend down here ends up 

going towards repairs. 

We’ve recently opened Copperfish, 
a bar and restaurant offering 
traditional fish and chips, as well as 
some other delicious creations within 
a stylish and contemporary setting. 

I’m of the firm belief that if you’re eating fish 

and chips, you should be able to see the sea. 

We wanted to create a place where people 

would enjoy the whole experience, and 

that starts with making sure that number 

one, the fish and chips are good, but that 

the surroundings are right as well. With 

Copperfish I believe we have achieved that.

As well as the traditional fish and chips,  

the menu also includes dishes such as  

Crisp Fried Salt and Pepper Prawns, and 

Lemon and Dill Salmon Salad. The menu 

is a collaboration between our on-site 

chef and my brother, we then find a way 

of presenting it in an interesting way.  

You have to try the deep-fried cockles, 

they’re addictive, it’s terrible. 

I firmly believe that, although we’re the 

keepers of the pier, as it were, there’s 

 no doubt in my mind the pier has to be 

there. It’s part of Swansea’s heritage; when  

I come off the M4 and I see it across the 

bay, it’s when I know I’m home. I’m giving 

blood, sweat, and tears to bring it back to 

 its former glory, and to provide our visitors 

with the best possible experience.”

When is your next visit?

www.mumbles-pier.co.uk

#MumblesPier
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Riding the waves
Enjoy the sea with Porthcawl Surf School

The beginning
Surfing was a passion for Hugh Murray, 

something that he enjoyed in his free time, 

but he always had a desire to earn a living 

from it. When the financial crisis hit in 2007, 

this then financial adviser had to makes 

some tough decisions.

“When the new financial climate hit, it was 

tough. I’d always wanted to earn my living 

from surfing, having surfed for 30 years 

and taught lifesaving for about 20, so it was 

just the only option we had to earn some 

money. We started out of the back of a van, 

10 years ago, and we built up our stock of 

boards and wetsuits as we grew; we’ve 

now got 80 surfboards, and 350 wetsuits. 

Two years ago we became the top 
surf school in Wales on TripAdvisor, 
and last year we were named
Best UK Surf School.

First time
Anyone can learn to surf. You just 
can’t be afraid of the water, because 
at some point you’re going to fall off 
and you’ll be under the water. 

Our minimum age is 6, and we have no 

maximum age. 

We teach stand-up paddleboarding 

and kayaking as well as surfing. All our 

scheduled lessons are listed on our 

website; they can change daily as they 

have to run around the tides. The majority 

of people are looking for individual lessons, 

but we also cater for groups including 

school groups; we have 100 girls from a 

school in Bristol with us in June. 

We want everyone to try surfing, but it 

is really important to have some basic 

understanding of the sea, waves, and local 

conditions, which is why we would advise 

people have lessons so you can enjoy the 

water but also be safe. The safest places to 

surf in South Wales are Rest Bay,

Coney Beach and Aberavon Beach.

Surf Experience 
Surf Experience gives disadvantaged 
kids and disabled kids a chance to 
have a go at surfing. 

From day one we’ve always tried to 

encourage differently abled kids to  

get into the water. We linked up with a 

school in Penarth about five years ago,  

and they come to us every week now. 

When they first started some of the children 

wouldn’t even put a wetsuit on, but now  

it’s second nature and they’re in the water, 

some of them can catch waves and stand up 

by themselves. 
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Porthcawl Surf 
School offer 
experiences 

including:

Stand-up paddleboarding

Kayaking

Stag and hen weekends

Family weekend surf

Schools and groups

Women’s surf weekends

Coaching programmes

Surf coach safety and rescue

Surf instructor

School holidays 
surf school

The Kids’ Surf Maniax is a week-long course 

for two hours every day, and apart from 

learning to surf, we teach them all about 

the safety aspect of surfing. From how to 

understand where waves come from,

beach safety, and surf safety, the 

environment, as well as fitness, diet, and first 

aid. They even get homework; the kids don’t 

like that bit, but the parents do. 

The children get a complete overview 
of surfing, safety, the environment 
that they’re going to be surfing in,and 
how to start keeping fit for surfing. 

They also get a logbook as well to track 

what they’ve done each day. They need to 

understand the tide; that’s really important. 

Most people who come to the beach don’t 

realise the tide goes in and out.

Respect the water
In South Wales, we’ve got the second 
highest tidal range in the world. 

This means that the tide can go out about 

half a mile, and when it comes back in, 

the beach can disappear. Therefore, there 

is a risk of getting trapped in little coves, 

because the tide can come in so quickly. 

Then, when the tide is fully in, it can end up 

covering submerged rocks. 

Always listen to the experts - the RNLI 

Respect the Water initiative gives great 

advice - and also the duty lifeguards. 

Local surf schools, surf shops, and 

lifeguards will also be able to advise you, 

and other surfers, though to a lesser extent, 

because they’re not all experienced.

Summer fun
It doesn’t matter your age, 
come and join one of our courses so 
you can safely spend your summer 
enjoying the waves and beaches  
of South Wales.”

www.porthcawlsurf.co.uk

For lessons and hire text or call 

07583 348 013
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REGISTER YOUR INTEREST NOW WITH 
PA BLACK SWANSEA MARINA:

01792 463780
Swanseamarina@peteralan.co.uk

COMING SOON TO SWANSEA!

Site layout is indicative only for the development at Prince’s Wharf. It is for general guidance and 

may be subject to change. The layout is not intended to indicate specific boundaries and is not 

necessarily to scale. The developer reserves the right to make certain changes if necessary.

Prince’s Wharf is a new development of 23 three 
and four bedroom town houses located in the 
vibrant and convenient SA1 area of Swansea.

It is a small development in a growing residential 
area. A perfect location for those who want to 
experience a busy lifestyle, with access to the 
coastal and city elements that Swansea offers.



Pre-planning

Have you acquired a piece of land with no 

planning consent? Are you seeing pricing 

reports, market research, and data to 

ensure your plans will work for the area? 

One advantage of using Peter Alan is our 

extensive local knowledge of South Wales, 

due to the number of branches we have 

throughout the region, our teams work 

directly within each community every day. 

“You’ve got to know your audience; 

we can review pricing, look at market 

research, and make sure the product they 

built is right for the area and prospective 

clients.” Michael Edwards, Land & New 

Homes Manager.

Our extensive network

Our database and expertise are highly 

beneficial to a developer. We’ve an enormous 

database throughout our branch network, 

which also links to our investment database 

with Connells. This national database reaches 

high-end investors who are not worried about 

the location, simply the return.

No matter the location

There is no other branch network in Wales 

that can provide such a continuous service. 

Should you have sold a development in 

Hengoed and your next one is in Bridgend, 

instead of having to work with different 

estate agents, we can continue our 

relationship; your contacts will be the same, 

as will the quality of service we provide.

Long-term vision

By understanding your needs we can help 

you achieve your long-term vision. The New 

Homes Division is designed to not only to 

sell land but also source plots that may not 

necessarily be on the market at the time. 

How is this achieved?

Community connections

All of our branches have strong connections 

within the local community. Incentivising 

each member of our branches encourages 

them to use their community connections to 

find possible opportunities. Having such a 

wealth of on-the-ground staff assisting in our 

search for land is a powerful resource that 

cannot be matched. 

From pre-planning to sale

Our New Homes Division works seamlessly 

with all sections of Peter Alan. As well as 

assisting you with the pre-planning and 

purchasing of land, we can provide the 

marketing support and our network of branches, 

and the Connells investment department will 

target investors and buyers to gain maximum 

exposure and sell each development phase. 

 

Land & New Homes Division
There is no service to match it in Wales. This bespoke division of Peter Alan is 

raising the standards of land and new homes within Wales, providing a consistent 

service from the pre-planning stage right the way through to selling your units. 

No one can match this extensive level of service across multiple regions.

For Sale:
Severn Quay, Chepstow

For more information see page 92
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Dynamic Marketing for  
Homes of Distinction
Offering you the finest service

Your home is incredible and it is our responsibility to ensure that it reaches 

the widest audience possible. We have designed creative marketing 

solutions to meet your needs whether you are an open or a discreet 

seller or tenant. Selling or letting your luxury home within Wales is an 

honour, and we are committed to delivering you the very finest service.

Dedicated and caring team

Even though we are the largest estate agent in Wales, our ethos is  

to always deliver service with a personal touch. Our dedicated team 

are experienced in the luxury property market and understand the 

needs of both the seller and buyer. No two properties are the same, 

and therefore our personal touch extends to marketing your home.  

We proactively search for potential buyers to ensure your home is  

sold in the fastest time possible.

Creating an impact

We strive to be at the forefront of technical advances in the industry. 

Not only do we provide professional photography, but each property 

within the pa black collection benefits from an HD video. 

Attracting views

All pa black properties are featured on our website as well as the 

main Peter Alan site. This site alone attracts 40% more users than 

the average estate agent website* (*according to the independent 

Homeflow benchmark tool). We invest in premium listings on 

property portals such as Rightmove and Zoopla to ensure your 

property stands out.
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Distinctively designed

Online may be where potential buyers start their search, yet the 

demand for printed brochures is still extremely high. Our property 

details are designed with the discerning buyer in mind, and your 

home of distinction will be featured within these pages. The Distinctive 

magazine has now gained such a reputation that we are seeing a 

growing demand in our branches as each edition is released.

Extending our reach

Your home is located within Wales, but your buyer may not be.

We actively advertise our pa black collection within local and 

national press. In addition, we target key local magazines,

including Cardiff Life and Swansea Life. 

Our social media strategy across Peter Alan and pa black enables 

us to grow, and reach a following greater than other mediums 

can achieve today. Continuing to build relationships and raising 

awareness of our brands has a positive impact on the potential sale 

or let of your home of distinction.

Growing our network

Peter Alan is part of one of the most successful estate agency 

companies in the UK. Formed in 1936, the Connells Group is a 

network of around 600 branches, thus strengthening our connections 

and increasing the opportunities open to us.

Our recent acquisitions have seen our own network increase to 29 

branches across South Wales, and a growth in standalone branches 

specialising in pa black.

Opening doors

Open houses are still a relatively new addition to the estate agent’s 

marketing toolkit. They provide the opportunity for many buyers to 

view a property simultaneously, on a specific date. One of the main 

benefits is time. Instead of preparing your home for several viewings, 

you are in effect having them all at the same time. They attract a wider 

net of buyers because an open house is a more relaxed setting, where 

potential buyers can take their time to really explore the property, and 

hopefully start to feel at home. During every open house a member of 

the pa black team will always be on hand to answer any questions.

pa black is exclusive to Wales

For Sale:
Llantrisant Road, Capel Llanilltern

For more information see page 72
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How to create 
a relaxed and  
effortless coastal feel 

Above: Calia Nest Of 3 Tables, Oak, £250

Above Right: Coastal Nickel Stirrup Lantern, Medium, £25

Right: Coastal Round Soft Tray Small 30cm, £20

Above: Jute Pouffe, £79

Below: Whitby Stripe Cushion Steel, £25

A refined take on seaside style, Coastal has a pared-back feel 

and features finely crafted furniture in timeless designs. 

Channel the fresh, uplifting mood of the coast with a palette of 

washed blues and warm whites. Creating a relaxed and effortless 

lounge is achieved by carefully positioning selected understated 

pieces that work seamlessly together. A hint of industrial-style 

design keeps the look feeling modern, whilst the woven jute 

pouffe and wicker basket hint at a raw simplicity. 
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Selling your home of Distinction

The best time to sell your home is when it 

feels right for you, although one factor that 

is very influential is good school catchment 

areas. Buyers who need an address that 

will put them in the local school catchment 

area are very motivated. House prices 

have always been influenced by good 

school catchment areas, for properties over 

£800,000 where possible we are taking 

on properties now so we can get them 

photographed during the summer months 

ready to launch onto the market when the 

vendor is ready.

No matter what time of year you are 

looking to sell your home, our dedicated 

relationship managers are here to advise 

and support you through the sales process. 

We love a challenge and nothing ever stops 

us selling houses.”

very quickly, as do those that are in the 

catchment area for good schools. 

Properties between £700,000 and 

£800,000 are still moving well, but this very 

much depends on being in the right area. 

Cardiff is now regarded as the eighth 

fastest growing capital city, in terms of 

property value and confidence, in the UK. 

Considering the limitations of the city, 

notably the lack of big employers compared 

to other cities like Bristol, it is performing 

very well. Approximately 13% of our market 

comes from outside Cardiff, including buyers 

from the southeast of England.

One district to note in North Cardiff is 

Thornhill, which is home to predominantly 

modern houses. It has seen a significant 

increase in housing prices due to the influx 

of people purchasing in the area. We have 

seen homebuyers from the southeast of 

England looking to retire in Cardiff, and 

selling their £1million homes to ‘downsize’ to 

one priced at around £400,000 - £500,000.

Historically

pa black started in January 2011, and we’ve 

been in the high end market since then.

This puts us in a very strong position to be 

able to see where properties have been 

selling for the higher prices, and which 

areas have been more popular than others. 

We saw the recession end in the early 

stages of 2014, with signs of small shoots of 

confidence in the housing market.

In 2014 and 2015 we saw remarkable 

change that almost pushed us into a sellers’ 

market in 2016. At Peter Alan we found that 

was certainly the case for properties up to 

about £350,000, and in some areas it still is, 

despite Brexit obviously happening in June 

last year. 

Today

The greatest turnover of properties within 

pa black is for those between £350,000 and 

£700,000; these properties tend to move 

If you’re planning to sell your home it is worth understanding the current property market conditions. The 

finest homes in South Wales are sold through pa black, and this market can differ from the 

general market. We grabbed a moment with Regional Manager of pa black sales, David Lovitt, 

to take advantage of his expertise.

Sales market update

For Sale:
Wick Road, St. Brides Major

For more information see page 64

Above: Jute Pouffe, £79

Below: Whitby Stripe Cushion Steel, £25
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Giving Back
Peter Alan’s charity of the year
This wonderful charity was born out of the 

tragic and sudden death of Rhian and

Paul Burke’s son, George, a week after his 

first birthday. Before Rhian could process  

what had happened, she lost her husband,  

5 days later. Feeling let down by a system 

that wasn’t there for her, she decided she 

would change things for other families.  

2 Wish Upon A Star was born to improve 

bereavement services in Wales, in particular 

to support parents when they lose their 

child suddenly and traumatically.

Rhian’s story was recently during 
the BBC TV programme,
Mind Over Marathon, which 
followed a group affected by a 
variety mental health issues train 
for the London Marathon 2017. 

The group ran to raise awareness of Heads 

Together, the campaign set up by the Duke 

and Duchess of Cambridge and Prince Harry.

Teams from Peter Alan and pa black will 

be raising money throughout the year in 

branch and through company-wide events. 

These have included ‘dress down’ days, 

Welsh cake and coffee mornings, a ‘fill a star 

challenge’ collecting loose change, collecting 

Easter eggs and an Easter raffle, as well as 

participating in the Cardiff Half Marathon. 

“The charity does terrific work supporting 

parents and family members, should the 

unimaginable happen. They provide 

care in a variety of ways, from memory 

boxes, immediate bereavement support, 

family rooms in hospitals, to counselling 

and alternative therapy. 

We look forward to helping to 
raise awareness and vital  
funds for this truly  
worthwhile organisation 
throughout the year.” 

Andrew Barry

Managing Director of Peter Alan.
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Homelessness, no city is immune 
to it, and the latest figures show 
that the number of people sleeping 
rough is rising at an alarming rate. 

It’s an issue concerning all of Wales; out 

of the 10,000 households assessed by 

the Welsh Government, 51.9 people were 

assessed as homeless. Last year in  

Cardiff alone the number of people  

sleeping rough rose by 77%.

Throughout December and January we 

put a call out across our branches and 

The last edition of Distinctive was in 

celebration of the opening of our  

29th branch in the picturesque town of 

Chepstow. Over the last couple of years we 

have produced a number of unique designs 

for our ‘For Sale’ boards, a bit of seasonal 

fun and for competitions. With the opening 

of the Chepstow branch we decided it was 

time for a one of a kind ‘For Sale’ board 

designed by a young artist.

Grab Your Coat Project

Our Chepstow Sales boards

communities to donate warm clothes, 

coats, and bedding to distribute to

those forced to sleep outside in 

freezing temperatures, as part of the

Grab Your Coat Project. The initiative was 

launched by Bigmoose, a not-for-profit 

organisation that aims to inspire people 

to live better lives.

1005 bags were collected from across  

our branch network, and distributed 

throughout South Wales. We were so 

grateful to the staff and clients who  

donated and helped to keep the local 

homeless warm in the cold weather.

We put the call out to all the local 
primary schools across Chepstow, 
Caldicot and surrounding areas 
seeking designs from their students. 

The winning design will be reproduced on  

a unique full size Peter Alan ‘For Sale’ 

board, which will be placed outside 

one of our instructed homes within the 

Monmouthshire area.

Pete Burrows, the Branch Manager of 

Chepstow, together with his team have now 

chosen the winning design. “It has been a 

fantastic competition to be involved with, and 

we have been blown away by the designs of 

the very talented young artists and designers 

we have in this region. I wish we could have 

selected more than one winner, but I can’t wait 

to see the chosen design outside one of our 

homes for sale very soon.”
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Current market

“The market has slightly cooled
in terms of new tenants entering,
and new applicants coming forward. 
However, in the buy-to-let market,  
we are seeing a recovery, even though 
investors understand that the tax 
implications are slightly different for 
them compared to two years ago. 

In South Wales one thing that has impacted 

on the rental market, is the introduction

of licensing for agents and landlords. 

We have seen accidental landlords who 

have historically managed their own 

properties no longer wanting to continue 

in that role with the need to go through the 

licensing process, this section of landlords 

are passing their portfolios over to licensed 

managing agents such as ourselves.

This has had a positive impact in the growth 

of our managed business, and we are 

managing more units now than 

ever before. Peter Alan as a 

company currently manage in 

excess of 3,000 units, which is a 

record for us. We are also seeing 

longer tenancies; the average 

length of a tenancy across the 

Connells group is 21 months.

Recent changes don’t seem to have 

deterred landlords, as we are still seeing 

them buying properties to let thus 

increasing the number of properties 

available to tenants. The first half of this year 

there has been an 8% rise to the number 

of new instructions coming onto the market 

compared to quarter 1 of 2016.

We have also seen an increase in market 

rent, due to the fact that house prices have 

been rising slowly, which typically means 

that rents go up as well. Landlords who 

have been letting properties for a number 

of years are seeing higher rents than ever 

before which is an indicator that now is a 

good time for new landlords to enter the 

market. In the next three to five years they 

will most certainly see an increase in their 

initial investment. 

To watch
It is worthwhile keeping an eye on what is 

happening in England at the moment, such 

as the decision to ban tenants’ fees. There 

are no signs yet that this is coming to Wales 

at the moment, I personally feel that the 

Welsh Assembly Government will probably 

take the view that due to the introduction of 

Rent Smart Wales the private rental sector 

has, to a degree been regulated. 

All agents are obligated to be fully 

transparent with the fees they charge 

to tenants and landlords, thus giving 

consumers all the information they require 

before choosing an agent to represent 

them. We are hoping that common 

sense will reign and the Welsh Assembly 

Government will allow the dust to settle on 

licencing before they make a decision to 

bring in further changes into an already over 

burdened lettings industry. 

pa black lettings

We launched pa black lettings in 
Cowbridge at the end of 2016. 
We understand that it will take 
time to get a foothold in the 
Vale, however early indications 
are encouraging. 

We recently secured a tenancy on a 

substantial property where the monthly 

rental was £3,000, I have checked back 

through our records and that is probably 

the highest rental that we have achieved 

within Peter Alan. Agencies who are able to 

secure a tenancy of that magnitude are very 

few and far between in South Wales thus 

proving that pa black ettings in Cowbridge 

will be successful.”

Lettings Market Update
What is happening within the lettings market within South Wales? With so many changes 

in legislation for landlords and lettings agents, has there been any impact on the market 

in general? We asked our resident lettings expert, Angela Davey MARLA and Head of 

Lettings for Peter Alan, for her open and honest opinion on today’s market.
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You don’t need a sea view to create a garden 

that is inspired by coastal living. Keep your 

palette simple; find textiles and tableware in 

crisp whites and inky blues, and sophisticated 

stripes that give a nod to nautical nostalgia. 

Grey-toned furniture provides a beach-inspired 

look, whilst the lanterns add atmospheric light 

when the sun begins to set.

Bring a coastal dining 
experience to your garden

Right: Atlantic FSC-Certified 

6-Seater Dining Chair & 

Table Set Grey £1,399

Above: Coastal Newfoundland  
Printed Table Runner, £14 

Above: Coastal Water Jug, £18

Right: Square Aluminium 

Lantern Mini, £10
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The life and times of 
our Porthcawl team
In every branch of Peter Alan and pa black 

there is a team of experienced agents who 

want to help you move. Property is a people 

business, so it is also beneficial to know a bit 

about the person you are entrusting with your 

biggest asset. Therefore, we are opening the 

door to our Porthcawl office and putting our 

team on the spot.

Property was something that I always wanted to get into, 

but my dad owns Ticketline, so when I came out of university

I worked there for two years until I saw a job at Peter Alan. 

I started out in the Lettings Support Centre and had several roles 

before my most recent, as Senior Lettings Manager for the west.

Matthew Rich - 
Senior Lettings Manager
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Porthcawl is a Victorian seaside resort, known mainly as a 

place where miners used to come on their holidays.

We have a number of Blue Flag award winning beaches along 

the coastline here, a nice mix of architecture along the front, 

as well as relaxing promenades. Nearby Kenfig is one of the 

largest natural nature reserves in the UK, and Porthcawl is also 

home to three golf courses.

We’re seeing big regeneration coming through in Porthcawl at 

the moment, which is bringing new life to many areas;

such as the new Maritime Quarter - Jennings Warehouse 

on the harbour has recently been transformed into luxury 

apartments and restaurants. Porthcawl hosts a number of 

festivals that attract people from far and wide, as well as the 

entertainment hosted at the Pavilion.

As a child, I used to play estate agents, which is 
quite sad. I started in Peter Alan when I was 18 and 
I’m now the Branch Valuer in Porthcawl. In my free 
time I like taking in the area, going out walking, 
socialising and relaxing. I enjoy rugby, murder 
mysteries, and Game of Thrones. I also watch 
George Clarke’s Restoration Man, as it gives you 
inspiration to help other people when they’re doing 
renovations of projects in the area. 

Simon Williams 
Branch Valuer

Since having my own home I’ve always had an interest in 

property. I’m originally from Porthcawl; like most teenagers,

I thought my hometown was the most boring place on the planet, 

and wanted a different challenge, so moved to London. But, 20 

years ago, I was offered a position at Peter Alan and felt the pull to 

return home; I love living here now, and won’t be leaving.

I started as a Sales Manager in what was our Mumbles 

office, I then moved on to manage Bridgend before taking 

on the same role here about 9 years ago.

 

Porthcawl is a very friendly seaside town; families 
are attracted to the area because of the wonderful 
schools and the joy of living near the sea. 

I enjoy walking along the coast with my dogs and spending 

time outdoors – oh, and watching a spot of Grand Designs, 

I just think it’s spectacular what – if you’ve got the money, 

imagination, and creativity – you can build.

Christine Armsby
Branch Manager

My girlfriend and I live in Sully, another seaside town; 

we love the area. In my free time I enjoy a game of golf 

and play five-a-side football, I’m also a supporter of 

Cardiff City football team. Porthcawl is a lovely seaside 

town that is in an optimum position if you’re working 

in Cardiff or Swansea, as it has ideal commuting links. 

You’ve got everything you need in one place, but at the 

same time you’ve also got everything else just down the 

road if you’re looking for the big city adventure.
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The added value of a 
High Street Agent

No win, no fee

Simply put, if we don’t sell your home, we 

don’t get paid. From the moment you call us 

to the day you receive your keys, we work 

continuously for you to ensure you receive 

the highest possible sale price. We work 

hard to progress the sale and should there 

be a problem within your chain, we will

fight to ensure that it is resolved as 

quickly as possible.

If you have paid an upfront fee to a call 

centre agent, do you think their tenacity will 

be the same?

We know your street

We don’t need Google Maps to get an idea 

of where you live; all our teams live and 

work in South Wales. They attended the 

local schools, walked your streets; they know 

first-hand the properties available in the area, 

because they pass them regularly. We work in 

your local market every day, we know what is 

selling, and how the market is behaving.

Do you think someone who doesn’t live and 

work in the area will have the same insight?

We are present

The majority of buyers begin their search 

online via property portals such as 

Rightmove and Zoopla, but you should never 

underestimate the value of having a presence 

on the local high street. Every day our offices 

welcome proactive buyers who are searching 

for their next home; if we don’t have it on 

the market that day, we keep their details 

until we do. Having a database of actively 

looking buyers allows us to quickly organise 

viewings when your property is listed.

We also organise open days to give many 

potential buyers the opportunity to view your 

property. This successful approach minimises 

disruption for you and your family, and helps 

us recommend the right purchaser for you at 

the optimum price in a short space of time.

If you’re only relying on property portals to 

sell your home, how can you connect with 

local buyers?

We’re by your side

We accompany all potential buyers when 

they view your property, and there is more 

to selling your home than simply taking a 

buyer on a tour. Our experienced team are 

highly trained to ensure that each viewing 

is conducted according to a proven method 

that gets results. Being face-to-face with the 

prospective buyer, we can spot any signs 

of interest, or of doubt, and we can react 

instinctively to provide reassurance and 

answer questions.

How can a call centre agent maximise your 

viewings when they are not there?

There are many ways that pa black add 

value when selling your home; contact a 

member of our specialist team to discover

a different kind of experience.

What are you looking for in an 

estate agent? As technology 

continues to advance, the property 

industry evolves; in recent years 

we have seen the birth of the 

‘online’ call-centre estate agents, 

bringing their own unique take 

on estate agency. But high street 

agents such as pa black offer 

something very different when it 

comes to selling or letting your 

property. So what is the true value 

of a high street agent?

Our Porthcawl TeamHomes22



Finishing touches to 
create a garden that sells

A place for everything

Storage will obviously be in the mind of your 

buyers. You can suggest storage options 

as well as creating a fantastic outside 

zone by using mobile furniture, such as 

this Barbecue Table. By placing a couple 

of accessories on the top and standing it 

near your barbecue, your buyers will start 

dreaming of summer barbecues and be 

tempted to stick around.

Homes of distinction often come with 

landscaped gardens and spaces that can 

be used to relax in or entertain. As beautiful 

as your garden is, there are still things 

you can do to win over a potential buyer.

Alfresco dining 

In the summer we dream of spending many 

a warm summer evening dining outdoors. 

Whether it is a peaceful bite or entertaining 

with friends, buyers want to see how your 

garden will fit with or improve their lifestyle. 

By creating an outside dining area for a 

viewing, your buyers can start to imagine 

their evenings spent entertaining and 

enjoying your view.

A time to relax 

Picturesque gardens are there to be enjoyed, and in the summer there is no better way than 

to take in its glorious beauty whilst relaxing with a good book. If you have a quiet area,

by simply placing a lounger, with a throw, and a book placed upon it can transform

a peaceful spot into a serene hideaway waiting to be discovered and enjoyed.

Shine a light

Lighting is an important element of staging a 

home, whether inside or out, as it creates an 

atmosphere as well as a homely feel. Take 

some time to consider your external lighting; 

there are many wonderful products, such 

as these festoon lights, that will enhance 

an area and make it one that you want to 

spend time in.

It’s in the detail

A table is just a table, but with a couple of 

carefully placed accessories it is ready for 

guests. Home staging isn’t about keeping 

things clean and tidy, it is about bringing a 

home to life by creating scenes and sensory 

experiences that a buyer can’t ignore. 

Garden Trading Square Tap Water Bottle

Garden Trading St Mawes 
Four Seater Round Table

Garden Trading Festoon Lights

Jamie Oliver Lounger in Riven and Pewter

Norfolk Leisure Unity Barbecue Table

leekes.co.uk
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CONTEMPORARY LIVING
Enjoy a coastal, rural or urban lifestyle with a meticulously and beautifully designed new home by Acorn Cardiff

Cathedral House, Cardiff - 2 bedroom apartments

Horizon, Ogmore-by-Sea - 2 bedroom apartments

The Links, Rest Bay, Porthcawl - 1, 2 & 3 bedroom apartments

Bookers Edge, Hay-on-Wye - 2, 3, & 4 bedroom houses

Cottrell Green, Bonvilston - 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5 bedroom homes

different by design

Acorn Cardiff
029 2010 0650

cardiffsales@acornpg.org
www.acornpropertygroup.org

@AcornPG

Price guide from £250,000 to £500,000

Images used for illustrative purposes only. Guide prices only, correct at time of print.

Contact us for further information

   Only 3 remaining

   Coming soon    Coming soon

   Coming soon    Register your interest



and bears the royal Valois coat of arms of 

three fleurs-de-lis. The ceiling is something 

else; it was originally part of the ceiling of 

the nave of St Botolph’s Church, Boston in 

Lincolnshire, and is an example of 15th century 

Flemish work. Chandeliers hang from its 

beams, and the plain long wooden tables and 

chairs complement the room perfectly.

Small plaques are displayed on the walls 

throughout the college; some tell tales of its 

past or architectural wonders, others of its 

benefactors, whose kind donations ensure 

the college survives from one generation to 

the next. 

Above the dining hall is the Agatha Christie 

Library, named after the legendary murder 

mystery writer whose trust, The Mousetrap 

Settlement Trust, funded a large proportion 

of the recent renovations. A bust of  

Agatha Christie is a prominent feature  

of the refurbished library, which was 

officially opened by Christie’s grandson, 

Mathew Prichard CBE, in 2015.

under the portcullis that could probably tell 

many a tale of its own.

As we emerge to enter the inner court, 

the only sign that we are in a college 

environment is a free standing sign outside 

one of the doorways informing us that there is 

an exam taking place. This courtyard setting 

is quite foreboding, being surrounded by a 

range of grand adjoining buildings.

As we enter one of the buildings I am 
completely struck by the décor; this is 
a castle first, a monument to its past, 
the college are merely custodians. 

I have to praise their minimalist approach 

to the breakfast room and dining hall in 

particular. The dining hall, also known as 

Hearst’s Banqueting Hall (a connection we 

will come to later), is truly a sight to be seen. 

At the centre is a medieval hooded fireplace 

that I’m told is from Beauvais in Normandy, 

St. Donat’s Castle
Standing at the Outer Arch you could 

be mistaken in thinking you were at the 

entrance to a historical monument or 

museum; however, this archway marks the 

entrance to a quite extraordinary college.

To say that St. Donat’s Castle, the home 

of UWC Atlantic College (United World 

Colleges), is fascinating would be an 

understatement. It is a place steeped in 

history, but one that also has its eye firmly 

fixed on having a positive impact on the 

future. I was met by Gaynor Francis, Head of 

Marketing and Communications, who took 

me on a tour of the castle and grounds. 

It’s hard to describe the magic of St. Donat’s 

Castle. Dating back to the 12th century it is 

one of those places where you feel inspired 

even when you’re not looking for inspiration. 

The feeling is so infectious I ponder on how 

wonderful it must be to study here. As we 

reach the Outer Gatehouse the reality that 

this is a real castle hits: underfoot the path 

changes as you walk over the bridge and 

Empowering 
environments 

and minds
We explore the home of UWC Atlantic College, 

St. Donat’s Castle, and take a look at its history and 

educational mission to unite people, nations, and 

cultures for a peaceful and sustainable future.
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Gaynor takes me to see the ladies’ toilets 

– yes, a bit of a strange place to visit. We 

head down the well worn circular staircase 

of stone steps to what used to be the 

dungeons. Striking stone archways mark 

out each of the cubicles, which are entered 

through large wooden doors. Like the rest of 

the castle I have seen, fittings are kept minimal 

to allow the architecture to speak for itself.

Stepping outside Lady Anne Tower, 
the first thing to hit you is the 
view. We stand looking out across 
the ocean; it really is outstanding, 
especially on a sunny day. 

Next we head down through a series of 

terraced gardens, each as handsome as the 

last. The gardens have been a fixture of the 

castle since the 16th century.

The first one that we enter is affectionately 

known as the ‘beast’ garden, due to the 

stone statues that occupy it. The layout is 

recent, and was created by Morgan Williams 

at the beginning of the 20th century. 

Below is the rose garden; although not in 

bloom at the time of my visit, it was easy to 

imagine how glorious a space it must be 

during the summer months. Looking over 

the rose garden is the Tudor garden summer 

house, which looks like something from 

Romeo and Juliet - it is hauntingly romantic.

We reach the restored Cavalry Barracks, one 

of the most recent renovations and home 

to the youngest of the college’s students. 

We have a quick chat with one of the den 

mothers, who is so warm and welcoming. I’m 

informed she is very popular with the students 

in her care, and I can understand why.

Passing the indoor and outdoor pool, as well 

as the former RNLI station, we head to the 

sea front. Standing looking out to the ocean, 

I could have stayed for hours just taking in 

the view, and my thoughts turned to what a 

positive influence this setting must have on 

the students. Heading back to the castle, 

Gaynor shows me around the brand new 

Moondance Sports Hall and Social Centre, 

a wonderful facility for all those on campus; 

as well as the large sports hall there is a 

state of the art gym, and a decent sized 

dance studio.

It is important to understand that UWC 

Atlantic College is unique, in that it is the 

founding college of a global education 

movement. It is the vision of its founder, 

German educationalist Kurt Hahn, who 

envisaged a college of young people from 

different nations. The idea came to him 

after addressing the NATO defence college, 

where he saw former enemies working 

together towards a common goal.

Antonin Besse donated the college to the 

Governing Body of Atlantic College in 1960, 

and the college opened in 1962. 

Former college Presidents and Honorary 
Presidents include Lord Mountbatten of 
Burma, Nelson Mandela, and HRH the 
Prince of Wales, and it was described 
upon opening as “the most exciting 
experiment in education since the 
Second World War,” by The Times. 

There are now 17 UWC schools and colleges 

worldwide, all united in a single mission. 

UWC Atlantic College is a residential 

college that attracts students from over 

90 nations. The academic programme is 

the International Baccalaureate Diploma, 

which the college helped to develop. What 

is interesting about the UWC is that when a 

student applies to attend, they are applying 

to the movement, and not to one particular 

school or college, which means they could 

be placed anywhere in the world. As the 

International Baccalaureate Diploma is 

the equivalent to A Levels, I wonder if I 

personally had the maturity at such a young 

age to attend a residential college that 

could be overseas.

Students’ education is split into two parts, 

educational and experiential learning,

in order to prepare them for a life of service 

and leadership. Gaynor informs me that they 

undertake a variety of activities as part of 

this community service, such as working 

with people with dementia through music, 

volunteering on environmental projects, 

and outdoor activities such as training as an 

RNLI lifeguard. Combining education with 

such experiences must have a profound 

effect on these young people.

With such elite facilities you may, as I did, 

assume that this is a college that is only 

UWC Atlantic College
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attended by the affluent, but I was surprised 

to learn that around 55% of the 350 

students who attend Atlantic College are 

there on scholarships. Students are

selected on personal merit and potential – 

regardless of race, religion, cultural,

or socio-economic background.

There is a real sense of inclusion 
as you walk through the college; 
everyone is friendly, warm and 
inviting, the students, even in exam 
season, are smiling and eager to talk. 

Gaynor tells me that when the first year 

students arrive, some of the second years 

travel to the airport to collect them. 

There is then a welcome gathering and 

many second years wear the traditional 

dress of their country, and a party-like 

atmosphere unfolds as the first years  

step off the coach and into the college  

for the first time. 

Not everyone attending Atlantic College is 

from overseas; in fact, there are a number 

of UK students, including some from Wales. 

How many parents in South Wales, when 

looking for a 6th form college for their  

son or daughter, have considered 

Atlantic College? Before you, as a  

family, make a decision, I would certainly 

recommend that you consider this incredible 

place right here on your doorstep.

The Alumni are an important part of the 

college’s ongoing survival, as many  

former pupils give back through donations 

to help maintain and restore the college. 

Without their continuous support it is 

apparent that the college would struggle,  

as they receive no government funding.

Former pupils include Julie Payette, 

a Canadian astronaut who served as a crew 

member on the Space Shuttle Discovery. 

She says, “UWC happens at the right time 

in your life. We are exposed to things when 

we are young and gain a lot. It creates 

good habits. UWC doesn’t change people 

– it betters them. It takes what is already 

there and makes it more rounded and open. 

There is also a discipline with the IB that is 

really good for the future at the time when 

young students are figuring out how they 

are going to behave, act and prepare for 

the future.”

Vivina Berla, senior partner and European 

managing director at Sarona Asset 

Management said, “UWC changed my life, 

altered it dramatically and definitely for the 

best . It changed my attitude and approach 

to opportunities and people. UWC gives 

students the most amazing opportunity to 

learn - about themselves and the world - 

and it helps them to create a set of unique 

skills for the future.”

And Sir Howard Newby, Vice-Chancellor 

of the University of Liverpool describes 

his experience: “I arrived at UWC Atlantic 

College as a working-class scholarship boy 

from Derby in the third cohort of entrants. 

It was a huge culture shock – my first time 

away from home and an entrée into a world 

I scarcely knew existed.”

Graduates have gone on to attend some 

of the most prestigious universities in 

the world, including Aberdeen, Oxford, 

Cambridge, Harvard, Princeton, Yale, 

Toronto, McGill, and Amsterdam.
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We can’t leave without touching on 
the castle’s fascinating history. 

In around 1180 the de Hawey family started 

building the stone castle, and in 1298  

Sir Peter Stradling was the first of his name to 

live in St. Donat’s, when he married  

Joan de Hawey. Generations of the Stradlings 

followed, until the death of the last Stradling 

during a duel in France in 1738. The castle 

passed to different owners several times until 

it was bought by Morgan Williams in 1901, who 

undertook careful restoration. This all took 

place before one of its most famous owners 

purchased the castle in 1925.

The newspaper millionaire, William Randolph 

Hearst, bought the castle after seeing it 

advertised in Country Life magazine. 

For the wealthy American tycoon it was the 

ultimate gift for his mistress, the comedy 

silent screen actress, Marion Davis.  

There was no better love nest than a 

hideaway in a small Welsh village.

Hearst was besotted with Marion and

spent a fortune renovating the castle.

It is said that, upon visiting the castle,  

George Bernard Shaw said: “This is  

what God would have built if he’d had  

the money.” 

Hearst bought entire rooms 
from noted buildings and houses 
throughout Europe, including the 
Prior’s Lodging of Bradenstoke 
Priory in Wiltshire, which he had 
dismantled and reconstructed, 
stone by stone, at St. Donat’s.

Hearst was known for entertaining, and is 

said to have held lavish parties to which 

he invited the most influential and famous 

members of society, from Clark Gable and 

Brief History of the castle

Bob Hope, to Charlie Chaplin, and even 

Winston Churchill. Hearst died in 1951 

and the castle struggled to find a new 

owner, until Antonin Besse purchased it 

from Hearst’s trustees and gave it to the 

Governing Body of Atlantic College.  

To this day, the College retains strong  

links with the Hearst Corporation in  

London and New York.

From charismatic owners and opulent 

renovations, to groundbreaking education, 

the 60-hectare estate of St. Donat’s is 

breathtakingly beautiful, overwhelmingly 

fascinating, and a place I need to return to.

Thank you to Gaynor Francis and  

UWC Atlantic College.

www.atlanticcollege.org

Photography: 

Sarah Savage and Flash Studio 2017
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www.atlanticcollege.org

RNLI - the emergency services of the sea

Respect the water
For 52 years the RNLI station at Porthcawl has been rescuing people and saving lives.  

In various weather conditions, tides and sometimes in complete darkness, the volunteer crew 
and lifeboats have experienced rescues that have tested their abilities, but thankfully their 
crews have always returned to shore. To find out what life is actually like at one of our busiest  

RNLI stations, we asked Ian Stroud, Lifeboat Press Officer, to take us behind the scenes. 
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Dedication and support

“I got involved with the RNLI many years 

ago, I was a voluntary lifeguard in Porthcawl, 

and someone asked me if I would be 

interested in joining the RNLI. I’d always 

thought it was a closed job. I was 38 then, 

so I only had a short time as a crew member, 

because in those days you had to retire at 45. 

Everyone here is a volunteer. We’ve got about 

25 crew members, another six or seven that 

are what we would call shore crew – 

they don’t go out in the boat, but they help to 

launch, and drive launching tractors etc. 

Then the other side of the station you’ve 

got the volunteer shopkeepers that man our 

RNLI souvenir shop, as well as fundraisers, 

all of whom do an excellent job. 

We are the emergency services for  
the sea, and it’s important that we  

are able to carry out that duty.  
We are on duty 365 days a year,  

24 hours a day, and a lot of people  
don’t realise how many night time  
and early morning calls we have. 

The RNLI being a charity we rely heavily 

on the support of the public to keep us all 

equipped with the best available life-saving 

equipment that we can have, whether that 

be the boat, or clothing etc., because at the 

end of the day, if we save one life, we have 

achieved what we wanted to do. 

Again last year, 2016, we were the 
busiest inshore lifeboat station in Wales, 

Porthcawl crew launched 80 times, 
rescuing 45 people and saving 7 lives. 

You only have to think if it wasn’t for the 

lifeboat, and one person lost their life, 

the impact that would have on families, 

brothers, fathers, mothers, sisters, children, 

uncles, aunties –there’s nothing worse than 

losing someone, but if we can save that one 

person, that’s what we want to achieve.”

Life in the RNLI

“Dedication is a must for volunteer crew 

members, and they’ve got to be interested 

in the sea, and rescues. We can train a lot 

of things, but a lot of dedication is needed; 

we practise on Wednesday evenings and 

Sunday mornings, and all of the crew are 

expected to be at these practice sessions – 

not every single one, but most of them. They 

also attend training at our headquarters at 

Poole, to learn boat handling, first aid, and 

the various different skills that would be 

called upon during a rescue. 

As a crew member you could be called 

upon at any time; with the exception of a 

few people like myself, who are retired, 

our crews have full time jobs too. Some in 

Porthcawl, but not many these days;

most of them work outside of Porthcawl. 

At the moment we’ve got quite a few shift 

workers, so obviously if there’s a call-out, 

there’s a good chance of having sufficient 

crew to launch the lifeboat, whether it be 

day or night. Fortunately we have never 

failed to get sufficient crew for any launch. 

The other stipulation as well, besides the 

dedication, is that crew have to live in 

Porthcawl; they have to be within a few 

minutes’ travelling time to the station.

When the UK Coastguard Agency page us 

and request a launch, sometimes they will 

just say ‘immediate launch’. Our lifeboat 

operations manager or deputy launch 

authority volunteers will be in touch with 

the coastguard, whilst the crew make their 

way to the lifeboat station. It’s normally the 

first four that get there who will take out 

one of the boats; we need four crew on our 

Atlantic 85 boat, Rose of the Shires and 

three crew on the ‘D’ Class lifeboat, 

Jean Ryall. Depending on whether 

Photograph: Steve Jones, PorthcawlCommunity30



 we are going to call either boat,  

or both boats, it will be the first three,  

first four, or first seven, who will actually be 

the crew. Very rarely do we need to stand 

anybody down. Now, if we’re paged for an 

‘immediate launch’, that means lives need 

saving quickly; occasionally a callout may 

require crew members who have a particular 

qualification e.g. first aid or firefighting and 

in these situations we might ask the more 

experienced crew to go on the lifeboat. 

Everyone at the station is part of a team; 

once the crew step on the boat they need 

to rely on and trust each other implicitly. 

Strong bonds form. If they’ve had a 

particularly difficult rescue, or perhaps a 

fatality, we come together at the station to 

support each other, and a debrief is called, 

where we can discuss it so that there is no 

lasting impact on any crew member.”

Why is it one of the busiest lifeboat 
stations in the UK?

“I think it has a lot to do with the nature 

of our coastline, the high tidal range and 

the increase in leisure activities, the more 

members of society buying themselves 

boats, and more people surfing and 

windsurfing. There are a lot more people 

using the coast now. Around three or 

four years ago, Atlantic College lifeboat 

station was closed, and that meant our 

area expanded east to cover down as far 

as Nash Point, and Llantwit Major. 

We’re finding more than ever that people 

are taking beach walks to the east of our 

station without realising there’s a couple 

of hundred-foot cliff behind them, and they 

haven’t allowed enough time to get off the 

beach before the tide comes in.” 

Know the risks

“The Bristol Channel has the second highest 

rise and fall of tide in the world, so you  

need to be particularly conscious of the 

quickness of that tide and how rough it can 

get around Porthcawl. 

If you’re going to sea, whether it be surfing 

or out on a boat, make sure you’ve got 

safety equipment with you, and means of 

communicating – obviously a marine radio 

is the best choice, as mobile phones don’t 

always work. Always let someone know  

of your plans and the time you anticipate 

returning from any sea or beach activity.

We get lots of walkers on the South Wales 

heritage coast, so before you set off check 

the tide times. A good idea is to start your 

walk on a falling tide, this will give you 

maximum time on your walk and reduce  

the chance of you getting cut off. 

Again, a means of communication is 

important.   The RNLI also provide lifeguards 

on our beaches around Porthcawl during 

summer months. So if you’re going to use 

the sea, take note of any notices warning of  

danger areas, and always ask the lifeguard 

if you’re unsure. 

I think that would be my key  
message to anybody. Enjoy the sea; 

we all love it, but be careful, respect 
it. Respect the water, because it’s a lot 

more powerful than any one of us.” 

www.porthcawl-lifeboat.co.uk
RNLI Photography: Steve Jones, Porthcawl
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Welsh Women Walking’s appeal, and how they support more than each other.

Walking, Talking, 
and Supporting

Having experienced this group myself I 

know that its true success is the community 

that it has become. As a new member you 

may feel daunted, but no one cares about 

your ability, no one cares how long it takes 

you – no one is left behind, and you will 

soon discover why it has been nicknamed 

Welsh Women Talking.

Behind the walking and the talking, the 

group also raise money for charity;

each walker makes a nominal donation  

for each hike they attend. To date, this 

group of incredible women have raised 

around £250,000 for a number of  

charities. On the 7th May they celebrated 

their eighth anniversary by walking  

Garth Mountain whilst raising funds for  

Cancer Research Wales.

In 2012, 12 intrepid members joined the 

Richard Parks’ 737 challenge to the base 

There are walking groups, 

and there are networking 

groups, but in Wales 

we have Welsh Women 

Walking. It was started by 

Cardiff businesswoman 

Jacquie Williams in 2009, 

who combined walking for 

a healthier lifestyle with 

creating a space for women 

to network. 

of Everest; they were met with more 

challenges than expected, but returned 

enlightened by the experience. For one 

of those walkers, Emma Harrison, it was 

another push change her life and achieve 

her dreams.

“I joined Welsh Women Walking in around 

2010. Jacqui had started the walking group 

for her fellow business people, but it quickly 

developed into something else, as people 

were coming along and discussing not just 

business but family problems, and seeking 

advice, so it became more of a support 

group than anything else. Lots of members 

had been ill, and we had a number of 

cancer survivors, so it quickly became 

walking and talking for health and wellbeing. 

I’d only recently moved to Wales; I loved 

walking but I didn’t have anyone to go with, 

so I did a bit of research on the internet, 

Welsh Women Walking

Held on the first Sunday of the  

month for all levels of fitness
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 and this came up. I actually met Jacquie 

at a social event; she was so nice, funny, 

and easy to talk to I made up my mind right 

there to join. Joining Welsh Women Walking 

helps you to get out when you don’t really 

feel like it. It’s easier to go with people than 

it is to go on your own. You make friends 

really quickly, have shared experiences, 

explore different parts of Wales, all whilst 

being outdoors and in the fresh air.

I’ve always loved mountains and the 
outdoors. I’ve been on some overseas 
trekking and different walks, as well 
as those arranged by Welsh Women 

Walking. After a 21-day trek in Nepal 
I came home, and as I was back at 

work, stuck in an office, staring at a 
computer screen, I just thought,  

“I don’t want to do this any more.”

I’d stayed in lots of bunkhouses, teahouses 

and lodges all over the world, so I thought, 

“Well, let’s see if there are any similar 

businesses for sale, I can do this.”

A couple of years later I found one in the 

Brecon Beacons, and I didn’t need to think 

twice. I knew this was it. Our offer was 

accepted and I’ve now been running the 

bunkhouse for nearly three years, and gave 

up full-time work two years ago. 

Whilst I was looking for a bunkhouse

I qualified to become a Mountain Leader, 

enabling me to take people out on guided 

walks, which I now do voluntarily, and as part 

of my business. I still make time to go along 

to Welsh Women Walking monthly walks as 

often as I can, but I also lead a subsection 

called Welsh Women Yomping, which is for 

group members that want to go on more 

strenuous, longer walks than they would do 

with the main Welsh Women Walking group. 

So instead of perhaps a nice flat coastal walk 

that’s three hours long, I might take them up 

Pen y Fan, the highest mountain in South 

Wales, or elsewhere in the Brecon Beacons, 

and we could be out for five or six hours. 

I’m trained in group leadership and 

management, and looking after people in all 

weathers, so if the weather is bad,

I’ll choose a route that suits the conditions. 

When you train to be a Mountain Leader you 

have to keep a log book, and you have to 

have so many ‘quality mountain days’ before 

you can go on training and assessment. 

As part of the continuing professional 

development for Mountain Leaders,

I’ve attended extra workshops in a variety of 

subjects, such as ‘Mountain and moorland 

birds’, ‘Archaeological sites in the upland 

environment’ and ‘Teaching navigation’. 

I watch as many TV programmes as

I can about Wales or nature, just to build 

up that knowledge to make my walks more 

interesting, as I want to tell people stories

as we go along. One of my favourite

stories is the legend of Llyn y Fan Fach, 

the lake on the west of the 

Brecon Beacons National Park, about 

a beautiful maiden who rises out of the 

water and marries a local farm boy. He’s 

not allowed to strike her; if he strikes her 

three times she’ll go back into the water 

and leave him forever. He strikes her three 

times, but only as gentle admonishments, 

and she goes back into the water, but she 

comes back out and teaches her children 

about all the medicinal herbs on the shores 

of the lake, and they go on to become the 

Physicians of Myddfai, who were actually 

real people. So there’s a link between real 

life and the legends. It always surprises 

people when they go walking for the first 

time just how invigorating it is, how all their 

stresses fall away, how their mind feels 

soothed by the air and the scenery. It’s great 

for people suffering from depression or 

anxiety, to just get out in the fresh air and 

concentrate on the moment. It just makes 

you feel so much better.”

The Star Bunkhouse

www.starbunkhouse.com

34 People



The Star Bunkhouse

www.starbunkhouse.com



my opportunity, so I just said, “Well, I’ll do 

it,” and she was like, “Okay, fine.” 

Soon after I was in the council offices 

in the Vale of Glamorgan, paying my 

council tax bill, and there was a poster 

advertising a bursary programme that 

said, “Are you looking to start a business? 

Do you live and work in the Vale, aged 

18-30?” It really seemed like fate. After a 

nerve-wracking Dragon’s Den style panel 

meeting I won the £3,000 bursary and 

that was the beginning of Cobbles.

My first challenge was obtaining planning 

permission, as it’s a listed building the 

process was very long and difficult, but 

by the end of November it was granted. 

From that day all hands were on deck, 

and miraculously we opened up on  

5th December. 

Many of us dream of starting our 

own business, but how many 

actually take that scary leap 

into the unknown? Some may 

plan their careful transition from 

corporate life into that of an 

entrepreneur; for others it feels 

like fate, as signs and signals 

seem to show them the way. 

 

As a child, Chloe Francis was surrounded 

by enterprising people; both sets of her 

grandparents had tea rooms, this ignited 

a desire, at a very tender age, to one day 

have a café of her own. Being one of 6 

herself, and her father one of 7, big family 

gatherings were the norm for Chloe growing 

up, where wholesome, home cooked meals 

were always on the menu.

“I’ve always loved cooking, and I just 

never really had the opportunity to do 

anything with it, that is, until I went on 

maternity leave with my second baby and 

started dabbling with my creative side. 

I started off making fresh Christmas 

wreaths, then when Christmas was over  

I found myself twiddling my thumbs again 

and thinking, “What can I do next?”  

I started selling stamped vintage cutlery, 

which I sold around the world through  

my Etsy shop, and stocking local shops, 

one of which was a gift shop where 

Cobbles is now. I got friendly with the 

owner, who mentioned that one of the 

barns was to become a café, but that  

the people had pulled out. 

I knew then and there that that was it.  

I just had goosebumps. I knew this was 

Fresh produce, home cooked meals - 
Cobbles in Ogmore-by-Sea is your home 
away from home.

From 
goosebumps 
to empire
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THE PLOUGHMAN’S SLAB

I had a clear vision on what Cobbles 
was to be; I wanted to serve a really 

good breakfast and home cooked 
meals. It’s an amazing building,

so I kept decoration to a minimum,
as that’s all that was needed. 

I used all my family recipes, and we’ve 

added a few staples, like your corned beef 

pie and quiche. 

Our service is a major part of who we are, as 

well as the menu. We want people to have 

delicious food that they’re not really going 

to get from just your run of the mill café,

so we try and make it as quirky as possible,

so that we really set ourselves apart. 

I’d tried having a deli in the café; we were 

selling jams and chutneys, but we were 
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http://www.cobbleskitchen.co.uk/

https://www.facebook.com/

cobbleskitchenanddeli/

https://twitter.com/cobbleskitchen

       really limited on space. Then, in March 

of 2016, the gift shop closed down, and that 

was my chance to open a deli, which we did 

in June last year in the barn opposite.

Many of the dishes we make here, as well 

as the ingredients, you can buy in the deli.

The aromas wafting out of the deli really 

draw people in, especially as we have 

a baker on site five days a week. Today 

people want to know the provenance of 

food; they want to know where it’s made, 

and where it’s come from, which is why I 

think the deli has been such a success.

Later, our popularity meant that we had 

to expand further, so we put in another 

planning application to convert the large 

two-storey barn on the site into a restaurant 

with bar, and a commercial kitchen. This 

all started a few weeks ago. The planning 

took a long time for this one, as we faced 

hurdle after hurdle, not only as it’s a listed 

building, but we found bats that we’ve had 

to accommodate.”

On business

“My background is in sales and marketing, 

but the business side was totally new to 

me, so I’ve had to learn a lot in a very 

short space of time. The business mentors 

from the initial bursary scheme have been 

a massive ongoing support. I think any 

business owner will tell you that you’re 

constantly learning, and making mistakes. 

I’ve a lot of family and friends working 

for me, and without all of these people I 

wouldn’t be able to do what I’m doing. I’m 

very positive and optimistic, so I think that 

helps. I try not to get stressed out over little 

things, and just keep my vision in sight.

www.cobbleskitchen.co.uk

cobbleskitchenanddeli

cobbleskitchen
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Fusion between you 
and Mother Nature

“When I was around 11 or 12 - you’re going 

back to the late ‘60s, ‘70s - I used to go to 

the beach and see people. I just thought, 

“That looks amazing, I want to do it.” So I 

made my own surfboard when I was 13.

I couldn’t afford a new one or even second 

hand, and there weren’t many around at 

that time. Even though brand new boards 

were only £25 to £30 new, this was far out 

of my reach. I knew I needed to save up, so 

I mowed some lawns and other things for a 

bit of pocket money, but I still couldn’t get 

enough, so I decided I would make one. 

So that’s what I did. At the time I think I 

bought the blank from Dave Fryers’ surf 

shop, which was down in the Mumbles. 

The resin for the board, believe it or not, 

bought fromthe local butcher, who used 

to do dinghy repairs behind his shop. 

It took me two or three days to sand it, 

because I didn’t know how to laminate. 

I bumbled and fumbled my way through 

Travelling down our coastline you are bound to see many people enjoying the waves.  

Surfers are a common sight in South Wales, and their colourful boards decorate the 

ocean. One of the most respected custom surfboard manufacturers is JP Surfboards, 

so we headed down to find out more about the man and his boards.

because there was nobody around 

here making surfboards, and there 

was certainly no internet where you 

could just go, “Oh, how do you do this?” 

It did work, and it would be quite funny 

to see it today. I eventually managed to 

save up and buy myself a board,

a second hand one. It still cost me

£15, and that was expensive. 
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After school my parents wanted me to get 

a job, so I trained as a mechanic, but after 

a few years I left to go travelling. I lived in 

Canada for a little while, and travelled down 

the States, but on returning home I knew

I didn’t want to be a mechanic any more,

so I started doing a few repairs, and helped 

the guy who owned Crab Island Surfboards. 

Since then it has just been an ongoing and 

evolving process. I started Wave Graffiti with 

a business partner, and did that for about 10 

years, but unfortunately, things didn’t turn 

out as planned. Then, in around 1997/98 I 

started JP Surfboards, and it’s been a family 

business since. 

The enjoyment for me is putting a smile on 

people’s faces and knowing they like our 

boards. It makes me feel proud 

 when they come back and tell me,  

“That board is amazing, that’s fantastic.” 

That’s the enjoyment I get out of it, and  

all I’m trying to do is consistently try to  

make something better; there is no such 

thing as utopia, but I’m still looking for it.

There is no other feeling like it,

having a surfboard and going to the 

beach, paddling out, it’s you and 

Mother Nature. Nothing else in the 

world matters at that time, when 

you’re surfing, and it’s just you and 

that wave. Surfing is an experience; 

it’s not about trying to be the best 

surfer, it’s about having fun, just 

go out and catch the white 

water and roll into the beach.Fr
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I heard on the radio the other day that 

in some ways what we do is an art form. 

Each custom board client is entrusting 

us to come up with something special. 

I’ll ask them certain questions, and from 

that I can divulge what would suit them; 

as long as generally they’re truthful, 

I’ll nail it every time. It’s a skill that I’ve 

grown over the years, through my 

experience of working with customers. 

I’ve been commissioned to make two 

boards for Surf Ability, and Friendly 

Access, these boards are purposely 

designed for people with disabilities. 

The board is about 12-foot long, it’s like 

a huge stand-up paddleboard, with a 

seat bolted onto the front of the board. 

A person stands behind it and paddles 

them out, and then they can catch a 

wave. It’s a really good project and it’s 

going to give me a lot of satisfaction to 

know that people are going to really 

enjoy being able to do something that 

their bodies won’t let them do. 

As much as it gives me a lot of 

satisfaction, it is a tough business to 

 be in; the internet has really slammed 

 us. People can read a lot of ‘sales 

pitches’ or incorrect information,  

but they believe whatever they have 

read is the truth.

Surfing is a challenge insofar as it’s just 

you and Mother Nature, rather than 

perhaps something you can control.

You can’t control Mother Nature, the sea 

keeps changing all the time, you don’t 

know what kind of situation you’ll be in. 

No wave is the same; nothing is ever the 

same. All of a sudden, the conditions can 

change, the waves can pick up; it puts 

you in a vulnerable space, but it can make 

you very content, because you have the 

harmonious feeling of knowing you can’t 

control the waves, but feeling like you are 

part of that bigger energy.

In other words, when you’re riding 

the wave, Mother Nature is giving you 

something, and you have to be with it, 

rather than trying to control it. Because if 

you try and control it, it will just kick back 

at you and give you a slap.” 

www.jpsurfboards.co.uk

 /   /jpsurfing

Locally, perhaps one of my 

favourite spots is Langland 

Bay, and then there’s 

Crab Island, and some of 

the other breaks on the 

south coast of the Gower. 

There’s another place we 

all call Peaks, which is in 

Llangennith. I’ve recently 

been to Portugal a lot,

but the Maldives has

been very good also. 
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Splashing 
Design

Bringing a piece of  
Mumbles direct to your home...

When you live in a beautiful area such as Mumbles it is 

hard not to be inspired by your surroundings. We caught 

up with local artist and entrepreneur Rebecca Jory, 

who has turned her artistic talents into a creative business.

“Mumbles was such an idyllic place to grow 

up; my friends and I would hang out at the 

beaches and the pier. It was very relaxed, 

and everybody knew everybody really.

In that respect, not much has changed, it is 

still such a nice place to live. 

After obtaining a degree in art in 

Carmarthen I came back to Mumbles  

and set up a business with a good friend.  

We sold greetings cards and wedding 

stationery in the UK and internationally - 

we even had clients in Hong Kong. It was 

successful for a number of years until we 

both had children, then I stepped back from 

it for a while until the kids were school age. 

I’ve always been quite crafty, 
and had a passion for exploring 
and trying all different things, 
whether it was to do with 
painting, or making things.

When it comes to art, the ocean is my 

inspiration. I’m constantly taking photos 

whenever I go out for a walk with the dog  

and often do couple of sketches whilst I’m  

by the sea.

The ocean is so serene and relaxing,  

and where I love to be most, I just want to 

bring those emotions to other people and 

their homes. My house is covered in all  

sea objects, paintings and pictures;  

I can’t imagine not living by the sea now. 

My artwork is full of layers, I start with the first 

layer and build it up with some plaster material 

to give it texture. I mainly use my hands, 

to start off with, rather than a brush, so I can 

feel the different textures. I keep going until 

I’m happy, which is usually about six layers.  

Then I’ll use a paintbrush for the finer details, 

to do the boats or whatever else it might be. 

I’m also exploring photo art at the moment, 

this is when I manipulate a photograph 

to give it a bit more depth and a vintage 

appeal, the finished look is like an old 

photo. My porthole collection is very 

popular, as they have a nostalgic feel.  

I got the idea from a picture I have of my 

little girl sitting in a porthole on the ferry, and 

I just thought, “Wow, that looks really nice”. 

Being snapped up by DIY Splashbacks
“A local lady was renovating a property for 

rent, and asked if she could use one of 

my images on a splashback. Of course I 

agreed and DIY Splashbacks got in touch 

to make it happen. A short time later the 

company approached me to become an 

artist in residence; this meant allowing them 

to use some of my ocean scape artwork for 

splashback designs. It’s funny how things 

come about sometimes.”

You can grab your own piece of Mumbles 

from Gower Gallery, as well as the Little 

Stone Gallery on Mumbles Pier, who will also 

be hosting an exhibition of Rebecca’s work 

at the end of December.

www.rebeccajoryart.com

www.diysplashbacks.co.uk/ 

artist-in-residence-rebecca-jory
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As I entered Morgan Arcade in 
Cardiff Centre, I was immediately 
drawn to the beautiful exterior 
of Illustrate, the newest 
collaboration for the Urban 
Flower Studio. Founder, Lisa Pugh, 
stood outside with owner of 
Illustrate Cardiff and looked on 
intently at the window where her 
work was soon to be displayed. 

Lisa’s passion for her work oozes from her 

every word. In the pictures in this article 

she can be seen creating her geometric 

frames for her latest display. She is wearing 

an apron created by co-founder of Cardiff 

based company, Ffedog, Lindsay Stephens, 

sourced from organic, sustainable materials. 

Lisa talked us through what she was 

creating and explained her process of 

wiring the flowers first before attaching them 

to the frames.

After taking some photos we sat down 

over a hot drink and began talking about 

how her interest in floristry developed. 

Lisa grew up in Cardiff with her ‘musically 

gifted’ sister, her mother who was a baker 

and her father who was a carpenter. 

She spoke fondly of her school days, 

completing her GCSEs with flying colours. 

Lisa smiles as she recalls her teachers 

telling her she should take a more academic 

route in life; but with encouragement from 

her supportive and extremely creative family, 

she followed her heart and went on to study 

an art-based BTEC followed by a University 

course in Contemporary Textile Practise.

Tragically, in her last 3 months of university, 

Lisa lost her sister. It was an awful time 

for the whole family and as we continue 

the conversation, she talks honestly and 

bravely, recalling what was a very painful 

time in her life. Even with this huge loss Lisa 

managed to complete her university degree 

and come out with a BA Honours. However 

the following 10 years saw her take a step 

back from creativity and the arts. ‘It was too 

hard to face’ Lisa says, as this career choice 

reminded her too much of her late sister. 

Urban Flower Studio

An Interview 
with Lisa Pugh 
By Chloe Smith, Indigo Vision
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For the next ten years Lisa worked in interior 

design at both John Lewis and Maskreys.  

She worked her way up to a managerial 

position, and, although this was in an industry 

she loved, she could never bring herself to 

get back to designing and creating. A few 

years later, Lisa was told of an opportunity to 

work with a specialist-wedding florist - 

one day on the job and she was hooked.

During our chat, Lisa’s infectious love for life 

and endearing personality shone so brightly, 

as she was evidently taking a trip down 

memory lane recalling some of her fondest 

memories of years gone by. 

Following her rewarding work experience 

at the wedding, Lisa decided to continue 

this newfound passion and went on to study 

floristry, and after a year-long training in 

Bristol, Lisa became a fully-qualified florist. 

At this time in her life she made the analogy 

of having the conundrum of ‘passion ‘vs’ 

pocket’ – but she chose to follow her heart; 

leaving her well-paid manager’s job and 

jumping head first into floristry. Lisa explained 

how she chose to try and disassociate the 

tragedy of her sister’s death from the arts. 

I asked Lisa what the best part  
of her job was. She took a sip  
of her latte, smiled and simply  
said: ‘the people’. 

I allowed the answer to digest as it  

was not the response I had expected.  

A moment later she explained - ‘I feel like 

I’ve been given a second chance to express 

my creativity, this time through the medium 

of floristry.’ 

We continued to discuss the growing 

problem of mental health issues in the 

UK and how Lisa believes creativity could 

be an outlet for people who are suffering, 

to express themselves. Lisa spoke with 

kindness and sensitivity about issues that 

are often so hard to articulate. She explained 

how her aim with the Urban Flower Studio 

is to be able to give people confidence and 

inspiration to follow their dreams. 

Lisa told me that the reaction she gets 

from seeing people’s faces light up as they 

receive a bouquet of perfectly put together 

flowers is what drives her to continue her 

work. The Urban Flower Studio was founded 

in December 2016 and already she has 

collaborated with many businesses across 

South Wales. One of her collaborations is 

with the Academy Espresso Bar in Barry.  

This independent coffee shop is where  

Lisa sat for many months writing her 

business plan and developing her company, 

and now a year later they are working 

together, with the beauty of Lisa’s work 

capturing their imaginations. 

To conclude our heartfelt and honest 

conversation, I asked Lisa about the  

future of the Urban Flower Studio.  

She said her aim is to continue meeting 

‘like-minded’ people and working with  

other independent businesses with the 

same values as her. 

I think Lisa’s personality will continue to 

capture the hearts of people throughout 

Cardiff. I am sure that her aim of adding 

a little greenery to city life and providing 

well-being through flowers is destined for 

success, as health and happiness continues 

to become more of a focus for people in a 

growing digital world. 
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The sun soaked days of summer are not complete without indulging 

in an ice cream. Whether you prefer a scoop of vanilla or a tub of rum 

and raisin, we have found some of the best places in South Wales to 

tickle your ice cream fancy!

Ice cream trail

Pietro’s
Porthcawl 

Pietro’s Coffee and Ice Cream Café is a traditional treat when you’re 

heading down Porthcawl’s popular promenade. Mint Choc Chip 

is their most popular ice cream, but they also have new flavours 

such as Salted Caramel, Coconut, and Mango, their sundaes are 

extremely popular too!

Joe’s Ice Cream
Mumbles 

Peanut Buttercup, Rocky Road, Chocolate Heaven, these are not 

just ice creams, they are Joe’s individually handmade ice cream 

cakes. Yes, that’s right, ice cream and cake combined. Sharing your 

love of Joe’s is inevitable - you can even buy their merchandise! 

joes-icecream.com

Forte’s
Mumbles 

After a cliff walk from Langland to 

the Mumbles there is nothing like 

popping to Forte’s for some sinful 

Nutella, a refreshing Pistachio or a 

tasty Blackberry Salted-Caramel ice 

cream, all whilst you enjoy the view 

over Limeslade Bay.
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Sun, sea and Cardiff Bay means one thing only: a trip to 

Cadwaladers. Their most popular flavours remain

Salted Caramel, Vanilla, and Chocolate as well as the 

tempting Turkish Delight and fruity Blackberry.

cadwaladersicecream.co.uk

If you prefer your scoop with a side order of liquid nitrogen, 

then pop on down to Wales’s one-of-a-kind Science Cream. 

With their experimental range of flavours, such as Elvis, the

Fat Years and Frankincense and Myrrh leaving you baffled,

and their alcoholic Tequila and Basil ice cream adding a kick

to your day, this is truly an experience you have to investigate.

www.sciencecream.co.uk

From scoops to sundaes, a touch of Italian magic has gone  

into every spoonful. With mouth-watering flavours such as  

Choc Malt Teazer, Cappuccino Mocca Swirl, and Candy Floss, 

as well as tubs and sundaes, it may take you a while to decide 

which one to choose.

www.sidolis-icecream.co.uk

Can you believe that they have over 90 

flavours? And that’s not including their 

seasonal specials, such as Cream Egg, 

Christmas Pudding, and Gingerbread Man! 

#Legendairy Welsh ice cream with an 

Italian flair.

www.llanfaesdairy.com

Cadwaladers 
Cardiff Bay 

Science Cream 
Cardiff 

Caffe Sidoli’s 
Ebbw Vale & Bridgend

Llanfaes Dairy 
Brecon

Ice Cream Festival
Cardiff will be hosting its first ever Ice Cream Festival between 5 & 6 August, who knows 

what fascinating, peculiar, and darn right weird flavours you are yet to discover.
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Best Kept Secret

Nash Point 
Lighthouse

We want to take you on a trip 
round one of our coastline’s most 
picturesque lighthouses, through 
the eyes of a lighthouse keeper. 
What is a lighthouse keeper, what 
is it like to live and work at a 
lighthouse, and why is Nash Point 
so important? Former lighthouse 
keeper and now attendant of Nash 
Point Lighthouse, Chris Williams, 
shares his incredible story.

“As a 16-year-old I started an apprenticeship 

as a motor mechanic; three years later the 

garage was sold. The new owners wanted 

to focus on vehicle recovery, which I wasn’t 

particularly into. One night I opened the 

South Wales Echo jobs page, I saw an 

advert that said, “Lighthouse Keepers 

required”. I applied, and at the interview  

in Swansea I was told that they would 

employ me as soon as a vacancy arose. 

Within a few weeks I received a telegram 

asking me if I could report to Lynmouth 

Foreland Lighthouse in North Devon on  

1st March 1971.

When I joined the Lighthouse Service,  

I was Britain’s youngest lighthouse keeper 

at just 18. I arrived not knowing anything 

about lighthouses or my employer Trinity 

House. Trinity House is a charity, and the 

lighthouse authority for England and Wales, 

the Channel Islands, and Gibraltar. They 

look after all the lighthouses, the buoyage, 

the wreck marking, and these days a 

very important part of their portfolio is the 

maintenance and monitoring of what’s 

called the Differential GPS system.
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I only ever intended to be a lighthouse 

keeper as a sort of gap year. I had intended 

to go to college to qualify as a motor vehicle 

technician and also study management and 

accountancy. The course didn’t start until 

the following January, so my plan was to be 

a lighthouse keeper for 9 months and then 

go to college. Well, that didn’t happen,

I enjoyed the job so much that I stayed 

much longer than planned. 

When you first join as a lighthouse keeper, 

you’re called a Supernumerary Assistant 

Keeper, which basically means an extra 

person. You’re sent here and there, 

wherever you’re needed to cover for people 

coming off shore for their month’s leave,

or if there was an illness.

When I wasn’t due any leave, or they didn’t 

have anywhere else to send me, they’d 

always send me here, to Nash Point. I had 

close to two years as a supernumerary 

assistant keeper when I was advised there 

was a permanent position coming up as Junior 

Assistant Keeper at Lundy North Lighthouse. 

Unfortunately, I’d already applied, and been 

accepted to college; I was in a quandary, 

but decided to go to college and leave my 

career as a lighthouse keeper behind.

I’ve had another life in the real world;

for the last 20 years I’ve been a self-

employed independent vehicle assessor, 

and this is still my day job. However, in 

December 2000, somebody brought the 

local paper to my house. It was just pure 

serendipity. I happened to flick through it, 

and there was a little advert, “Tenders are 

invited for the role of Attendant at Nash 

Point Lighthouse, applicants must be self-

employed, have public liability insurance, 

and have a mechanical background.” 

Well, I’ve got all that, and of course, I had 

history here as well – I applied for tender 

documents, tendered, won, and I’ve been 

here ever since.

My role as attendant involves looking after 

the lighthouse. In previous days it was 

purely about keeping it going on a day-to-

day basis. I’d have a list of tasks that had to 

be done monthly, like failing the electricity 

to make sure the standby generator kicked 

in, and then failing that to make sure the 

third back-up came in, checking the battery, 

keeping the place clean and tidy, and doing 

all sorts of bits and pieces. 

In 2004 a local couple approached 
me; they had been childhood 
sweethearts who’d lost touch until 
a chance meeting walking their 
dogs many years later brought 
them back together. They wanted 
to see if it would be possible to get 
married at the lighthouse. I had no 
idea, so contacted Trinity House’s 
head office, they agreed and 
things progressed from there. 

Since then we’ve held a number of 

weddings here at Nash Point; it was slow 

at first but now we’re starting to get a 

reputation as a unique place to get married, 

we have now had over 175 weddings.

In 2006/7 we decided to open a visitors’ 

centre. Trinity House are not a government 

body; they’re a standalone charity, and they 

have two charities under their wing,
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Nash Point
Nash Point was built in 1832 following a shipping disaster. On the night of 14/15th March 1831 a 

paddle steamer called the Frolic was sailing from Haverford West to Bristol. It got lost on the 

Nash Sands and tragically 78 people lost their lives, including two high ranking military officials.

Because the area was so dangerous Bristol Channel shipping companies requested that 

Trinity House build a lighthouse here; the land had been purchased and the site designed,

but nothing had been done - that was, until the Frolic disaster.

The whole station, including the shorter western lighthouse and the taller eastern lighthouse, 

were built from scratch in 11.5 months. All of the rocks, the bricks, were chiselled off the beach 

and winched up, dressed on site. There would have been hundreds of masons, apprentices 

and labourers winching and dressing them into shape. 

In August 1998 the lighthouse became fully automated and the last keepers left.

Nash Point was the last lighthouse to be manned in Wales, and second to last in Britain. 

Trinity House
The charity celebrated its 500th anniversary in 2014, as it was in 1514 that Henry VIII presented 

the Royal Charter to the Corporation of Trinity House. Queen Elizabeth I then granted them the 

power to build lighthouses in 1566; they built their first lighthouse in 1609 in Lowestoft East Anglia.

In 1685, the Royal Charter was renewed by James II, and in 1698 the first rock lighthouse in 

Europe was built, at Eddystone, Plymouth. Compulsory powers were given to Trinity House in 

1869 to maintain and acquire all private lighthouses.

one to look after distressed mariners and 

their families, and one to assist students 

and people to take maritime qualifications. 

Any profit from the visitors’ centre, or the 

renting of the ex-keeper’s cottages,

goes to these charities.

Lighthouses have evolved incredibly 
over the years. In my working life 
alone I’ve worked with all manner 
of lights, from paraffin and winding 
a clockwork mechanism to spin the 
lens, to modern LEDs. 

When I worked here as an extra person I would 

live in the lighthouse tower; my living room, 

dining room, and kitchen were on one floor, 

and on the floor above where the old, disused, 

lantern is now, I had my bedroom and bathroom. 

They were taken away prior to automation to 

make room to exhibit the old Lens.

If you go to the fourth floor you will find 

different coloured bricks. There was a galley 

kitchen there at one time; they couldn’t 

get the range cooker out, as it wouldn’t 

go down the stairs, so they had to knock a 

couple of bricks out and remove it sideways 

through the wall, very carefully, I’m sure.

There is another charity called the 

Association of Lighthouse Keepers which 

has over 1,600 members, only around 100 of 

them are ex-lighthouse keepers, the others 

are enthusiasts. It’s a bit like Steam Heritage 

really, they all want to be train drivers. I’m very 

fortunate and privileged to be here and taking 

care of one of our coastline’s lighthouses.” 

For opening times and further information 

call Chris on 07850 047721

nashpoint.co.uk
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Method:
• To make the pastry, put the flour into a bowl and mix in the salt. Add the butter and rub into 

the flour with your fingertips until the mixture resembles fine breadcrumbs. 

• Crack the egg and beat in a bowl, using a palette knife work in gradually to bring the pastry 

together. When the pastry starts to stick together, use your hands to gently knead it into a 

ball. Wrap the pastry in cling film and put in the fridge to rest while you make the filling.

• Heat the oil in a frying pan over a medium-low heat. Add the onion, carrot and celery and 

cook gently for 5–10 minutes until soft.

• Add the potato and cook for another five minutes. Stir in the corned beef.

• Add the Worcestershire and brown sauce, pour over the stock and bring to the boil. 

Lower the heat and simmer, uncovered, for 20 minutes or so, until the carrots and potatoes 

are tender and most of the liquid has evaporated. Add salt and pepper to taste then tip 

into a bowl and leave to cool completely.

• Preheat the oven to 200C and have ready a lightly greased 9inch metal pie dish.

• Divide the pastry into two pieces – roughly two-thirds and one third. Lightly flour your work 

surface and roll out the larger piece to around a 3mm thickness. Use to line the pie dish. 

Roll out the remaining pasty ready to make the lid.

• Spoon the filling into the dish. Brush the edges of the pastry on the plate with a little 

beaten egg, then cover the pie with the pastry lid.

• Crimp the edges together with your fingers, then trim away the excess pastry neatly. 

Brush with beaten egg and make a couple of holes in the top. Bake for 30–35 minutes 

until golden brown. Leave to rest for 15–20 minutes before slicing.

Cobbles Corned 
Beef Pie Recipe

SERVES 6-8 | PREP TIME 45 MINS | COOK TIME 1 HR 30 MINS

For the pastry:
300g plain flour 

150g cold salted butter diced

1 egg

Pinch of salt

For the filling:
1 tbsp vegetable

1 medium onion chopped

1 large carrot peeled and diced 

2 celery sticks, diced

1 large potato about 300g  

cut into chunks

2 x tins corned beef broken  

into large chunks

splash Worcestershire sauce

2 tablespoons brown sauce

250ml beef stock

Salt & pepper

Chloe Francis

www.cobbleskitchen.co.uk
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Porsche 718 Boxster wins Best Sports 
Car at UK Car of the Year Awards 2017

A compelling combination of a flat 

configuration ‘box’-er engine and road ‘ster’ 

styling, the performance and handling of the 

Boxster has been acclaimed by enthusiasts 

since first being launched in 1996. Last year, 

the latest generation of Boxster was 

unveiled, powered by a newly-developed 

range of flat four-cylinder ‘boxer’ engines 

with turbocharging. At the same time,  

a new designation was introduced; 

718 Boxster and 718 Boxster S.

These new models continue the tradition 

of the Porsche 718 mid-engined sports cars 

that won numerous races in the 1950s and 

1960s, powered by four-cylinder ‘boxer’ 

engines. It also sits neatly beside the 

established sports car icons with numbered 

identities – 718 Boxster, 718 Cayman,

911 Carrera, 918 Spyder, 919 Hybrid.

More powerful yet more fuel efficient, the 

centre-piece of the new model series is the 

718 Boxster. Its turbocharged 2.0-litre engine 

boasts 300 hp, offering the potential for 

0-62 mph in 5.0 seconds and a top speed 

of 174 mph. The considerable power gain 

Porsche is proving it is the benchmark sports car manufacturer 

with the announcement that its 718 Boxster won the Best Sports 

Car of 2017 at the UK Car of the Year Awards just over a year 

since it first went on sale.

of 35 hp compared to the previous Boxster 

models is matched by the impressive 

efficiency of the new turbo engines.

The new 718 Boxster models have fuel 

economy improvements of up to 13 per cent. 

“Unrivalled driving pleasure – and it is so 

easy to drive, with perfect weighting of the 

major controls,” said Paul Hudson, one of 

the expert judges, while another, Tom Ford, 

said the 718 Boxster was “…faster, 

more precise, more efficient, subjectively 

better all-round. Still the master of its class.”

Launched in 2014, the UK Car of the Year 

Awards are judged by 27 of Britain’s  

most-read motoring journalists. Each judge 

uses their expertise to pick out the top 

performer in 12 vehicle categories,

before deciding the overall winner from 

their favourites in each class.

The UK Car of the Year Awards (UKCOTY) 

is a wholly independent set of awards, 

designed to highlight and advise on the 

best new cars on the market specifically for 

British customers.

The Boxster has a recommended retail price starting from £39,878.

Further details on the car are available from Porsche Centre 

Cardiff on 029 2035 0911 or by visiting www.porschecardiff.co.uk

For your chance to win a Porsche 
track day experience simply 
answer the following question.
 

Which of the following statements  

are true?

 

A. 
The top speed of the new  
718 Boxster S is 181 MPH

B.
The Boxster roof opens in  
8 to 9 seconds

C.
The Boxster delivers 330bhp 

 

To enter please send your name, 

contact details and either A, B or C 

to distinctive@pablack.co.uk by 

September 10th 2017.

 

Full T&Cs can be found at 

www.pablack.co.uk
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www.pablack.co.uk

If you would like to discuss our services further,  

or would like to arrange a free, no obligation market appraisal  

then please email distinctive@pablack.co.uk or call 0845 3402911

Albany Road 
02920 462 246  

Barry 
01446 733 224  

Blackwood 
01495 231 199

Bridgend 
01656 657 201  

Caerphilly  
02920 867 611  

Canton 
02920 397 171

Chepstow 
01291 630 876  

Cowbridge 
01446 772 857  

Gorseinon 
01792 894 422  

Heath 
02920 231 670  

Llanishen 
02920 618 552  

Monmouth 
01600 714 355   

Newport 
01633 221 892  

Penarth 
02920 703 799

Pontypridd
  01443 485600

Porthcawl 
01656 771 600  

Rumney 
02920 792 888  

Swansea 
01792 641 481  

Talbot Green 
01443 222 851

Victoria Park 
02920 397 077  

Whitchurch 
02920 612 328



Sketty Park Road,  
Sketty

£1,000,000

EPC = D

Bron Haul is an unique bespoke 6 bedroom house, built in the 1930s 

and remodelled by the current owners in 1999, set in its own grounds 

with elevated sea views across to Swansea Bay. Approached from a 

private drive through remote controlled wrought iron gates leading 

into landscaped gardens, a large parking area, substantial double and 

triple garage and an adjacent detached annexe housing a large indoor 

swimming pool and jacuzzi, shower room and purpose built bar. 

Steps from the landscaped gardens lead up to a very broad south facing 

paved terrace with established herbaceous borders up to a canopy 

porch and oak front door with matching leaded light side screens.

54

S
w

a
n

se
a



EPC = E EPC = F

Overland Road, Langland Betws, Ammanford£830,000 £550,000

• Detached four bedroom property 

• Three reception rooms, bespoke fitted kitchen

• Guest wc and utility room, jack jill style shower room, 

• Family bathroom, underfloor heating 

• Double garage with rooms above 

• Gardens private drive

• Manor House 

• Boating lake 

• Four double bedrooms 

• Separate two bedroom cottage 

• Large grounds

EPC = E

Culfor Road, Loughor £625,000

• Unique, spacious farmhouse

• Potential business opportunity

• Five bedrooms 

• 12 acres of land 

• Heated outdoor swimming pool 

• Separate barn conversion

EPC = F

Gower Road, Upper Killay £580,000

• Outstanding detached family home 

• Located at the entrance of the The Gower Peninsula 

• Award winning beaches nearby 

• Four double bedrooms 

• Swimming pool and spacious out building 

• High quality finish throughout
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EPC = C EPC = TBC EPC = D

Eglwys Nunnydd, Margam Cambridge Road, Langland Lletty Dafydd, Clyne, Neath

£575,000 £500,000 £450,000

• Beautifully presented detached farmhouse 

• Rebuilt by the current owner to  

high standard 

• Three receptions conservatory 

• Bespoke breakfast kitchen utility 

• Double garage with home office 

• Sweeping driveway gardens

• A detached house family house in Langland 

• Two reception rooms and conservatory 

• Kitchen, utility room and cloakroom  

on the ground floor 

• 3 double bedrooms 

• Large south facing rear garden 

• Front garden with car parking

• Large house of local historic merit 

• 5 bedrooms 

• 4 reception rooms plus cellar 

• Large gardens and paddock 

• Outstanding views 

• Spacious family home

EPC = D

Brombill Barns, Margam £369,000

• Immaculate barn conversion 

• Four bedrooms 

• Bespoke kitchen 

• Two reception rooms 

• Utility with shower 

• Ample off road parking

EPC = F

Gower Road, Sketty £365,000

• Spacious detached family home 

• Conveniently positioned for Sketty Sq and Singleton Hospital 

• Six bedrooms 

• Superb sea views from upper levels 

• Surrounded with mature trees providing privacy 

• Garage and driveway

SALE
AG

REED

56

Delivering a distinctive service  
for distinctive homes

S
w

a
n

se
a



• Spectacular penthouse apartment with  

outstanding sea views 

• Set on two floors 

• Three bedrooms, two en suites 

• Open plan living dining room with full height windows 

• Fully fitted kitchen 

• Allocated car parking space

EPC = D EPC = C EPC = C

EPC = F EPC = D

Derwen Fawr Road, Sketty Millwood Gardens, Killay Taillwyd Road, Neath Abbey

Penywaunfach Cottages, Felindre St Christopher’s Court, Marina

£430,000 £350,000 £350,000

£425,000 £425,000

• Ideal detached family home 

• Four bedrooms 

• Two en-suite 

• Modern kitchen 

• Desirable residential area 

• Off road parking 

• Conservatory

• Impeccably well presented 4/5 bedroom 

detached house

• Bespoke kitchen/dining room

• Versatile living space

• 3 bath/shower rooms

• Sun room/outbuilding

• Lawn and patio to rear garden

• Architect designed house 

• Striking bespoke living space 

• Elevated with views across to hillsides 

Four bedrooms 

• Living room with panoramic views

• Idylllic country location close to M4 (J46) 

• Four bedrooms 

• Three reception rooms 

• Fitted kitchen and prep room 

• Two conservatories 

• Potential attic conversion
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Sanderling Way, Rest Bay, 
Porthcawl

£625,000

EPC = C

An executive detached family home located within close proximity of 

Locks Common. Hallway, two formal reception rooms, large open plan 

living kitchen area, five bedrooms, two en-suites and family bathroom, 

gardens to front and rear, driveway and detached double garage.

A detached executive family home offering well-proportioned living and 

bedroom accommodation ideal for a large or growing family Situated 

on the exclusive Redrow built development of similar sized properties. 

Entrance hall has a feature staircase, double doors to the drawing room 

with feature fireplace. There is a formal dining room plus a cloakroom. 

The rear of the property is open plan with living room, breakfast room 

and kitchen looking onto the garden.
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EPC = D EPC = B EPC = TBC

EPC = B

Stormy Lane, Nantymoel New Road, Porthcawl Heol Y Cawl Lane, Corntown

The Retreat, Nottage, Porthcawl

£350,000 £560,000 £640,000

£795,000

• Five bedroom detached property 

• Off road parking

• Double garage 

• Five piece bathroom 

• Beautiful landscaped garden

• Bespoke detached home 

• High quality fixtures fittings 

• Gated driveway 

• Garage 

• Enclosed mature rear garden 

• Four bedrooms 

• Two receptions 

• Bathroom, en-suite, shower room

• Five/six bedrooms, two ensuites 

• 37’ Family kitchen/dining/sitting room 

• Feature brick fireplaces 

• Oak latched doors 

• Reception hall with further brick fireplace 

• Parking for several cars

• Garage and drive through garage

• Cowbrige comprehensive catchment

• Architecturally designed property 

• Beautifully presented 

• Double garage 

• Six bedrooms 

• Four reception areas 

• Four bathrooms

EPC = C

Corntown, Bridgend £400,000

• Beautifully presented detached residence

• Three reception rooms 

• Modern fitted kitchen/breakfast room

• Four bedrooms with en-suite to bedroom one

• Family bathroom

• Garage and Driveway
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Ardwyn Walk, Pen Y Turnpike 
Road, Dinas Powys

£725,000

EPC = B

This stunningly presented home is situated on a small new development 

of large detached properties in Dinas Powys. 

The ground floor comprises a large entrance porch leading to an 

imposing hallway. Off the hallway there is a large lounge with a wood 

burning fire. Opposite is a television room / snug / study. There is an 

outstanding kitchen complete with a centre island. There are bi-fold 

doors that open on to the rear garden. 

To the first floor the master bedroom suite has a large dressing area and 

en-suite. There are three further double bedrooms, with two of these 

bedrooms sharing ‘Jack and Jill’ en-suite shower room. 
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Alcedonia, Albert Crescent, 
Penarth

£620,000

EPC = D

Castellum is a unique property over three levels, positioned within the 

prestigious Alcedonia development, forming part of an imaginative 

church conversion which completed in 2012/2013. The conversion was 

carried out with great attention to detail whilst retaining the essential 

character and quality of the building. This stunning two bedroom 

property offers versatile accommodation and from the double height 

windows and balcony, overlooks Belle Vue Park and bowling green. 

Entered at ground floor level via its own private entrance with an  

entry-phone system, an impressive staircase takes you to the first floor 

landing and inner entrance. From here the hallway opens into the 

stunning lounge/dining room with a double height ceiling and full  

height windows which flood the room with light.
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EPC = F

EPC = D EPC = E

Leckwith Road, Llandough

Whitcliffe Drive, Penarth Longmeadow Drive, Dinas Powys

£1,150,000

£665,000 £660,000

• Substantial stone built rectory with 2 bedroom  

self contained annex 

• Set in approximately 6.5acres of lawns and woodlands

• 4 reception rooms

• 5 bedrooms in the main house

• 2 further bedrooms in annex

• Covered parking for cars

• Greatly extended detached family home 

• Cul de sac location with views of channel 

• 5 Bedrooms 

• 3 Reception rooms 

• Garage and large driveway 

• Large master bedroom suite

• Detached bungalow with amazing annex 

• Large private plot with summerhouse in 

the garden 

• 4/5 Double bedrooms 

• 4 Reception rooms 

• Beautifully presented throughout 

• Ideal for multi-generation living

EPC = C

Westra, Dinas Powys £1,050,000

• Beautifully presented detached family home 

• High stone wall and security gates 

• Adjacent to the common 

• 6 Bedrooms and 4 bathrooms 

• 3 Reception rooms double 

• Garage

EPC = D

Clive Place, Penarth

£550,000

• Close to town centre 

• Beautifully presented 3 storey family home 

• 5 Double bedrooms 

• 3 Reception rooms 

• 14Ft bathroom with roll top bath 

• Low maintenance garden
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EPC = D EPC = D

Mill Close, Dinas Powys Windyridge, Dinas Powys

£620,000 £355,000

• Distinctive detached residence 

• Close to the village 

• Beautifully maintained garden 

• 5 Bedrooms 

• 3 Reception rooms 

• Off road parking 

• Annex attached

• Detached four bedroom house

• Kitchen/breakfast room 

• Formal dining room

• Garage and off road parking

• Front and rear gardens

EPC = C

Leckwith Road, Llandough £1,072,500

• Detached 4 bedroom lodge 

• 12 acres of pasture with development potential 

• Versatile accommodation 

• Lovely features throughout

• Rare opportunity

EPC = F

Westra, Dinas Powys

£425,000

• No onward chain and quick  

completion available 

• Located just off the common 

• Stone built cottage with character features 

• 4 Bedrooms 

• Double height lounge with gallery landing

EPC = C

Cliffside, Penarth £899,950

• Double fronted and extended detached family home

• 4 double bedrooms - two with en-suites

• 3 Main reception rooms plus playroom and garden room 

• Cliff top situation with uninterrupted first floor views across the Channel 

• Large kitchen / breakfast room 

• Double garage plus car port.
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Wick Road, St. Brides Major,  
The Vale Of Glamorgan

£825,000

EPC = TBC

The property was built in 1848 with solid stone and extensively 

modernised in recent years. The property boasts an outstanding level 

garden, an acre in size and backs onto open fields. 

This capacious residence of character includes considerable period 

features, including a charming entrance reception hall, an imposing solid 

wood panelled original front entrance door, a wide hall with flagstone 

floors and pretty lattice style windows. 
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Old Port Road, Wenvoe Village, 
Wenvoe, Cardiff

£825,000

EPC = F

A charming detached country home, set within the idyllic Wenvoe 

Village with excellent road links to Cardiff City Centre, Cardiff Bay and 

the M4. Set back with a deep front garden with ample private parking 

this distinctive period home offers excellent living space! This substantial 

four bedroom family home was built circa 1800, extended in 1850 

and extensively modernised by the current owners. Commanding a 

distinctive position level walking distance to local village amenities this 

period property benefits replacement sash cord style double glazed 

windows, gas heating with panel radiators, a log burner and a fitted 

kitchen with integrated appliances and solid granite work surfaces.
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Boverton Road, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major

£385,000

EPC = C

A uniquely architect designed spacious residence with potential. 

This detached 4/5 double bedroom house offers flexible family 

accommodation. 1 Orchard Lodge has an attractive village outlook and 

is situated on a quiet ‘no through’ road overlooking converted 16th 

farmhouse and barns.

Extended south facing and modernised 4/5 bedroom detached family 

home offering flexible living. Overlooking converted 16th century farm 

house and barns in the attractive old Boverton. The entire property was 

refurbished and extended in 2011. Central heating is gas combi boiler, 

windows are double glazed and all flooring is high quality wood  

effect throughout. No chain.
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EPC = D

EPC = D EPC = E

The Paddock, Hensol

Morfa Lane, Llantwit Major Llancarfan, The Vale

£1,125,000

£999,999 £695,000

• 6 beds, 2 reception rooms 

• Bespoke kitchen/dining room 

• Detached 2 bed annexe with leisure/cinema suite 

• Triple garage, landscaped gardens in about 0.75 acres 

• Adjacent to Vale resort boasting two golf courses

• Local sandy beaches.

• Stunning detached four bedroom barn conversion

• 3 Luxury bathrooms. Capacious bespoke kitchen breakfast room

• 30Ft contemporary lounge. Formal 18ft dining room

• Detached triple garage, gated entrance

• Detached leisure complex with heated indoor swimming pool

• Sauna, games room, solarium and hot tub. 3 Acres

• Country house steeped in history with Georgian origins 

• 4 bedroom family accommodation 

• 2 large reception rooms 

• Kitchen and utility room 

• Tranquil rural setting close to Cardiff 

• In about 0.75 acre

EPC = E

Broad Close Lane, Llancarfan £1,250,000

• Five bedroom country residence 

• Private gated in and out drive

• Detached stable block with 5 loose boxes

• 16 acres of surrounding land

• Four large reception rooms, 21ft Kitchen breakfast room

• Three bathrooms, triple garage
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EPC = E EPC = D

Causeway Hill, Llanblethian Wick Road, Llantwit Major£725,000 £695,000

• Five bedroom detached house

• Lovely level surrounding gardens

• Long private drive leading to a double garage

• 29Ft x 21ft lounge plus balcony. Formal dining room 

• Separate playroom/study. Quality fitted 21ft kitchen breakfast room

• Three bathrooms. Large utility room plus versatile store rooms

• Detached four bedroom barn conversion

• Private select hamlet comprising just four distinctive houses of character

• South and west facing lawned surrounding gardens

• Fitted kitchen, dining and sitting room (34ftx20ft) 

• Large open plan lounge (36’0 x 17’7). Three bathrooms

• Third of an acre gardens. No Chain.

EPC = F

Castle Upon Alun, Vale Of Glamorgan £1,495,000

• A spectacular seven bedroom, Grade II listed country house 

• Four reception rooms 

• Bespoke kitchen with an ‘AGA’ 

• Landscaped gardens and grounds extending to about 7.5 acres

• Swimming pool and tennis court 

• Several outbuildings with outline planning permission

EPC = F

St. Mary Hill, Vale Of Glamorgan £750,000

• Substantial stone built character barn conversion 

• Approximately 3,500 sq ft set in about 2 acres 

• 6 Bedrooms, 4 bathrooms 3 reception rooms

• Kitchen/breakfast room, conservatory 

• Private circular drive with extensive parking

• Mature garden orchard with stone wall boundaries 
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EPC = C

EPC = E

Cowbridge Road, St. Nicholas

Burdonshill Lane, Wenvoe

£650,000

£595,000

• Five double bedrooms, three ensuite 

• Dressing room/nursery 

• 22’ lounge, 23’ kitchen/diner, separate sitting room and study 

• South facing with panoramic countryside views 

• Large driveway and double garage 

• Easy access to Cowbridge, Cardiff and the M4

• Detached cottage in a rural location

• 4 Double bedrooms 

• 28Ft lounge with double height stone fireplace 

• Kitchen with range cooker 

• Conservatory 

• Double garage with studio/workshop

EPC = D

Llanmaes, Llantwit Major £475,000

• Well presented 4 bedroom detached property 

• Large kitchen/dining room 

• Sitting room with stone feature fire place 

• Conservatory leading to large garden

EPC = D

Somerset View, Ogmore-By-Sea £475,000

• Coastal location with sea views

• 5 generously proportioned double bedrooms

• 3 reception rooms plus garden room

• Double garage off road parking

• Ensuite and downstairs cloakroom
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EPC = B EPC = TBC

David Street, Wick St Brides Road, Wick

£399,950 From £353,000

• Modern beautifully presented  

detached home 

• Four double bedrooms

• Master ensuite 

• 24’ lounge, separate dining room/study 

• Contemporary kitchen/diner with utility room 

• Driveway and garage with electric door 

• Front and rear gardens

• Close to village amenities

• Part exchange considered 

• 4 Bedroom detached 

• Garage and driveway 

• Flooring included 

• Close to coastline

• 6 Miles to Bridgend

EPC = D

Llanmaes, Llantwit Major

£475,000

• Well presented 4 bedroom detached property

• Contemporary and spacious  

kitchen/dining room

• Sitting room with stone feature fireplace

• Large conservatory overlooking a  

landscaped rear garden

• Countryside views to the front of the property

• Set on the edge of the village

EPC = E

Broad Close Lane, Moulton £865,000

• Unique detached four/five bedroom country residence 

• Two acres of large & lovely well-manicured gardens & grounds

• Additional acre of ancient woodland

• Excellent living space 

• L shaped 22 Ft x 22 FT kitchen/diner/family room

• Study, conservatory, lounge. Three bathrooms

• Cowbridge High School catchment

EPC = D

The Rhiw, Graig Penllyn £499,999

• Large five bedroom modern home

• Delightful elevated views

• 21ft Lounge, 16ft dining room

• 16ft study/home office, three modern bathrooms

• PVC double glazing, 21ft kitchen/breakfast room, utility room 

• No Chain
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EPC = TBC EPC = E EPC = D

Badgers Brook Rise, Ystradowen Llandough, Cowbridge Millfield Drive, Cowbridge

From £334,995 £350,000 £349,999

• New 4 bedroom homes 

• Ideal for families and professionals

• Variety of styles

• Off-road parking, garages

• Generous gardens

• Nestled amid rolling countryside  

and expansive farmland

• Within easy reach of local amenities 

• Detached bungalow with country side 

views in a sought after hamlet

• Less than 2 miles to the market town of 

Cowbridge 

• Two double bedrooms

• One with ensuite 

• Lounge & spacious open plan kitchen/diner

• Driveway, level lawned gardens 

• No Chain

• Four bedroom semi-detached home 

• Master ensuite and dressing room 

• Lounge and separate sitting room 

• Kitchen/dining room, cloakroom/WC 

• Brick paved drive

• SW facing rear garden 

• Within walking distance of Cowbridge 

town centre

EPC = D

Llanmaes, Llantwit Major £525,000

• Well presented 4 bedroom detached property

• Contemporary and spacious kitchen/dining room

• Sitting room with stone feature fireplace

• Large conservatory overlooking a landscaped rear garden

• Countryside views to the front of the property

• Set on the edge of the village

EPC = D

Llanmaes, Llantwit Major £575,000

• Detached four bedroom cottage dating back to 1684

• 25ft Lounge, 25ft Sitting room, Ingle nook Fireplace, 

exposed beamed ceiling, exposed stone walls

• Large gardens

• Sympathetically improved throughout 

• Sash cord double glazed wood replacement windows

• Separate 40ft x 18ft stone built listed Barn
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Llantrisant Road,  
Capel Llanilltern

£999,000

EPC = D

A charming detached four bedroom family 

residence, approached by a gated private 

drive with extensive private parking, and set 

within a private garden plot of apprximately 

1.95 acres. With a stunning range of outdoor 

leisure features including a swimming pool 

and hot tub! Must be seen!

Ty Newydd Farm is a distinctive house of character, built 1998 by the 

current owners on the site of an original period farm cottage which was 

reputed to date back to 1700 and occupied a an overall plot of 1.95 

acres. This unique four bedroom family home enjoys the special benefits 

of ensuite shower rooms serving each of the double sized bedrooms 

plus a large period family bathroom equipped with a free standing 

roll top suite. Recently a stunning bespoke kitchen has been installed 

providing a wonderful social space (30’1 x 14’9), centred around a large 

island unit with Quartz granite work tops, stylish integrated appliances 

and inset with a charming stone Inglenook fireplace with contemporary 

log burner and a solid wood mantle. There are two utility rooms and two 

ground floor cloak rooms. The living space is truly impressive including 

five principle reception rooms plus a grand entrance reception hall 

inset with a wide staircase returning to the east and west first floors. 

All windows are double glazed with white PVC units, and there are 

two feature windows, both hexagon in design with coloured leaded 

glass. Central heating is oil fired with panel radiators and a modern tank 

installed also in 1998. Charming character features include exposed 

beamed ceilings and natural stone walls providing a Farm House theme, 

whilst the living space provide a contemporary style with both a large 

formal dining room for social meals, and a relaxing lounge with a stone 

Minster fireplace!

73

C
a

rd
iff



£600,000

EPC = TBC

Usk Road,  
Llanishen

This stunning four/five bedroom home was a 2013 Waterstone Homes 

new build, which is still in show home condition. 

The property is entered via a spacious hallway with doors to cloakroom/W.C, 

two reception rooms and kitchen/dining room. The kitchen/diner boasts the 

width of the property with feature bi-folding doors accessing the lovely rear 

garden. To the first floor there is a double sized bedroom offering reservoir 

views and a walk-in wardrobe/dressing room. There are two further double 

bedrooms on this floor, family bathroom and staircase leading to the second 

floor master suite with bedroom, ensuite, dressing and study areas.

Externally the property has a single garage, driveway for up to five cars and 

an enclosed rear garden with gated access to a plot of land, with potential.
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EPC = D

EPC = C

EPC = C

Millwood, Lisvane Castleton Gardens, Castleton£740,000

£775,000

£ 650,000

• Four/five bedrooms. 22 ft lounge, 20 ft dining room, 

• 17 ft family room. 21 ft stunning kitchen breakfast room. 

• Two utility rooms. Three stylish shower rooms

• Large bespoke family bathroom. 

• PVC double glazing. Delightful quiet location backing onto woodland. 

• Double garage. No chain!

• Outstanding four bedroom executive modern residence 

• 26ft Magnet fully fitted luxury bespoke kitchen family room

• 25ft x 19ft lounge, PVC Conservatory, separate study, utility room, 

• Cloak room. Underfloor heating. Four Porcelanosa bathrooms. 

• Two ensuite dressing rooms. 

• Private landscaped gardens.

EPC = D

Ty Nant Road, Creigiau Heol Don, Whitchurch£900,000

• Magnificent detached six bedroom executive style residence

• 0.75 Acre plot with large and level surrounding gardens

• Five bathrooms, five living rooms, 19ft kitchen breakfast room

• Triple detached garage

• Self contained studio with ensuite shower room

• Extensive private parking, PVC double glazing

• Fully improved gracious Edwardian five bedroom 

semi-detached residence

• Exclusive select close just a short distance to Whitchurch Village 

• Capacious entrance reception hall, 22’9 x 19’2 lounge

• 22ft bespoke kitchen/diner. Separate Sitting room, cloak room, utility

• Four stunning bathrooms. Two balconies
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EPC = E

Cefn Mably Park, Cefn Mably £1,100,000

• Detached five bedroom country residence

• 33ft lounge. 22ft kitchen breakfast room

• 17ft sitting room. Formal dining room

• Five bathrooms

• 27ft cinema room. Double garage

• Separate office. Large gardens

EPC = D

Star Lane, Capel Llanilltern £985,000

• Six bedroom country residence 

• Four reception rooms 

• Handmade bespoke kitchen 

• Luxurious designer bathrooms 

• Large and lovely private gardens grounds

• Quiet country lane location. Triple garage

EPC = D 

Heol Goch, Pentyrch £899,999

• Charming detached character house dating back to 1810

• Extensive living space with five living rooms, four bedrooms  

and three bathrooms

• Large and lovely south facing award winning gardens and grounds

• Elegant period features throughout

• Court yard and stables

EPC = D

Lisvane Road, Lisvane £640,000

• 20ft lounge, spacious formal dining room

• Fitted kitchen breakfast room

• Large utility room, two bathrooms

• Charming detached five bedroom residence

• Prestigious location close to Village

• In and out drive. Double Garage
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EPC = B

Groes Fawr Close, Marshfield £625,000

• Truly impressive capacious bespoke detached newly  

built residence with level landscaped gardens. 

• 27ftx 14ft luxury fully fitted kitchen, dining room and stunning Orangery 

• 16ft lounge, study, cloak room, utility, three supern Porcelanosa bathrooms

• Private parking, double garage, select close

• Built by Waterstone Homes

EPC = D

Mill Lane, Castleton £850,000

• Five bedroom detached double fronted residence

• Five reception rooms

• Three bathrooms

• Large level gardens

• Wide private gated entrance drive

• Select Position backing onto open fields

EPC = D

Crofta, Lisvane £850,000

• 1.25 acres of private gardens and a woodland forest 

• Four bedrooms. Five living rooms. Three bathrooms

• Private entrance drive. Gas heating. PVC double glazing

• Stunning bespoke new 2015 kitchen

• Impressive Orangery with garden views. 

• Granny annex facility

EPC = C

£450,000

• Large 4/5 five bedroom detached family house,  

gas heating, PVC windows

• Stylish fitted kitchen, breakfast room, dining room

• Downstairs cloak room, 29ft lounge, porcelain tiled floors

• Three bathrooms one en-suite 

Three car drive with electric gates, secluded gardens

Ash Grove, Whitchurch
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EPC = TBC

Heol Berry, Gwaelod-Y-Garth

£350,000

• Large open plan dormer bungalow

• Kitchen Breakfast Room 

• Three Double bedrooms 

• Cul De Sac Location 

• Roof Terrace 

• Countryside Views

EPC = TBC

Towy Road, Llanishen

£595,000

• A private development of just 3 beautiful 

detached family homes built in the  

traditional way and to a high specification

• 4 bedrooms, 3 Classic bathrooms/en-suites 

• Magnificent fitted kitchens, 

• Dining Room, Study

• NHBC 10-year warranties 

• Generous specifications Lawns and  

rear patios

EPC = E

St Angela Road, Heath, Cardiff £380,000

• Four bedroom Heath location semi 

• Two separate reception rooms 

• Modern fitted kitchen (2010) utility room ground floor W.C 

• Three bedroom family bathroom 

• Master bedroom to the loft with lovely views 

• Driveway for 3+ cars (2007)

• Garage outbuilding private enclosed rear garden park beyond

EPC = D

Fairwater Grove West, Llandaff

£550,000

• Detached four bedroom double fronted 

residence with attached two storey two 

bedroom granny annex

• Six bedrooms

• Two independent halls

• Two kitchens

• Four bedrooms

• Wide private parking

EPC = C

Church Road, St. Brides, Wentlooge £535,000

• 38ft luxury Sigma 3 kitchen and breakfast room  

leading to a 23ft family room

• PVC bi-folding doors

• 16ft lounge, formal dining room, utility room, cloak room

• 3 superb Roca bathrooms

• Detached five bedroom stylish executive residence

• South facing level gardens
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EPC = D

Wern Fawr Lane, Old St. Mellons

£799,950

• Six bedroom residence providing  

4174 sq ft of space

• 14ft playroom, 16ft lounge, study

• Stunning 36ft games room 

• 18ft family room

• stylish contemporary kitchen

• Large and lovely private  

surrounding gardens

EPC = TBC

Heol Don, Whitchurch £595,000

• Stunning bespoke five bedroom newly built detached 

stylish home in small select quiet court yard close

• No chain

• High quality fully fitted kitchen and breakfast room

• Downstairs cloak room

• Spacious main lounge 

EPC = D

South Rise, Llanishen

£585,000

• Large and lovely gardens

• Downstairs cloak room 

• Large utility room

• 24ft lounge, formal dining room

• Play room 

• Five bedrooms

• Stunning new family bathroom

• Large double garage

• Double drive

EPC = B

Ty Glas Road, Llanishen

£550,000

• Truly stunning detached four bedroom 

bespoke house

• Just completed

• 26ft luxury Sigma 3 kitchen/breakfast room

• 19ft lounge, formal dining room

• Separate utility room, underfloor heating 

• Double glazed windows

• Porcelain tiled floors

• New quality carpets

EPC = E

Llansannor Drive, Cardiff Bay £475,000

• Unique top floor (7th) two storey penthouse apartment 

with panoramic views across both Cardiff Bay and the City Centre

• 32ft lounge and sitting room. 25ft bespoke kitchen/diner, 

• Two stylish bathrooms, three large bedrooms, 

• Two large roof gardens, private hall, simply stunning
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EPC = TBC EPC = E

Began Road, Old St. Mellons Michaelston-Y-Fedw, Cardiff£500,000 £450,000

• Three bedroom double fronted bungalow 

• Two master suites each with ensuite shower rooms and 

ensuite dressing rooms

• 24ft lounge, 16 FT sitting room, 15’7 fitted kitchen breakfast room

• Separate utility room, delightful private gardens backing onto fields

• PVC double glazing, gas heating

• Three bedroom apartment of character 

• Outstanding location, wonderful gardens 

• High ceiling, sills & stone mullioned windows 

• Forming part of a grand country house 

• The principal rooms with excellent views 

• Overlooking open countryside

EPC = C

Coed Y Wenallt, Rhiwbina £560,000

• Detached six bedroom family home 

• Open kitchen/dining/living space 

• Spacious lounge 

• Detached garage with three parking spaces 

EPC = D

Manor Rise, Whitchurch £460,000

• Detached four bed bungalow

• Bathroom plus two en suites

• Fully modernised and extended

• Kitchen/breakfast room and utility room

• Landscaped gardens and driveway

• No chain
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EPC = D EPC = E

St Johns Crescent, Whitchurch Cardiff Road, Taffs Well£450,000 £419,950

• Traditional four bedroom house of character

• Private drive and garage

• Period features include character fireplaces, panel internal doors 

and wood block floors

• Three living rooms, 19 FT kitchen and breakfast room

• Downstairs cloak room, family bathroom, ensuite shower room

• Converted 5/6 six bedroom chapel

• 20ft kitchen breakfast room

• Downstairs cloak room. Utility room

• 30ft lounge with handsome fireplace

• Formal Dining Room, study, three bathrooms

• 2/3 car drive

EPC = D

Brandreth Road, Lady mary £475,000

• Large and lovely private gardens

• Four double sized bedrooms, 21ft lounge, downstairs cloak room 

• Formal dining room, study, PVC double glazing, gas combi heating 

4/5 car drive, double garage 

• Wood block floors, intruder alarm

• Cardiff High school catchment

EPC = D

Castell Coch View, Tongwynlais £379,950

• Detached modern residence 

• Large stylish lounge with feature fireplace 

• Fully fitted kitchen and utility room 

• Double garage driveway 

• Large rear gardens 

• Stunning views of castle coch

81

Delivering a distinctive service  
for distinctive homes

C
a

rd
iff



EPC = E EPC = E

King George V Drive North Michaelston-Y-Fedw, Cardiff£469,950 £359,950

• Large three bedroom dormer bungalow

• 17 FT lounge, 16 FT Dining room, Fitted kitchen open plan 

to breakfast room, master bedroom with en suite shower room

• First floor shower room, gas heating, double glazing

• Three car drive/car port, detached former garage and work shop 

• No chain

• Charming semi-detached four bedroom 300 year old 

cottage of character

• Large and lovely corner gardens, delightful far reaching views

• 26ft bay fronted lounge separate living room, two bathrooms

• Quiet tranquil village location

• Fitted Kitchen. Garage

EPC = C EPC = TBC

Cardinal Drive, Lisvane Pontcanna Street, Pontcanna£570,000 £550,000

• Six bedroom detached double fronted family house

• PVC double glazing and gas heating

• 26 ft sitting room, 15 ft lounge 21 ft conservatory, versatile snug

• 26 ft fully fitted kitchen/diner

• Downstairs cloak room and separate utility room

• Lovely level sizable south facing rear gardens

• Detached former Coach House/Barn. 

• Currently used as two floors of offices. 

• Ground floor fitted kitchen and separate shower room plus WC

• 45ft long gated entrance drive and courtyard garden

• Ideal to be converted into a residential property

• Early possession
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EPC = D EPC = C

Wentloog Close, Rumney Clos Y Draenog, Thornhill£435,000 £379,950

• Stylish detached four bedroom double fronted family house

• Delightful landscaped gardens

• Stunning Magnet 19ft fitted kitchen  

breakfast room, 16ft Lounge, separate dining room

• Stylish new downstairs cloak room

• Integral garage, hardwood effect PVC double glazed windows

EPC = D EPC = TBC

St. George’s-Super-Ely, Cardiff Coed Y Wenallt, Rhiwbina£550,000 £500,000

• Large family home offering flexible accommodation 

• 23’ lounge, 16’ sitting room/bedroom 5, study 

• 23’ kitchen/dining room, utility room, shower room 

• Backing onto open countryside, balcony 

• Double garage and driveway. 

• On the fringes of a small hamlet, backing onto countryside

• Impressive detached five bedroom modern house

• Delightful gardens and pretty woodland aspect

• Formal lounge, separate dining room, downstairs cloak room

• PVC windows. Two bathrooms

• Truly stunning spacious PVC conservatory with clear glass roof

• Stylish new Magnet kitchen breakfast room, Magnet utility room

• Stunning detached double fronted four bedroom family house

• Two superb bathrooms

• Large enclosed rear garden

• Luxurious fitted kitchen dining room

• Cloak room, utility room, study, snug room, large lounge

• Oak Panel doors and porcelain floors
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EPC = C

Off St Davids Avenue, Woodfieldside £395,000

• Detached dormer bungalow

• ¾ acre landscaped gardens

• Adjacent to protected woodlands

• 4 double bedrooms and 2 en-suites

• Large kitchen/dining room

• Beautifully presented throughout

EPC = D

Launcelot Crescent, Thornhill £359,950

• Detached with impressive elevated views across the city. 

• Four bedrooms, three living rooms 

• Two stylish modern bathrooms 

• Utility Room, downstairs cloak room

• PVC double glazing, gas heating with new boiler

• Private gardens with lawn and patio

EPC = TBC

Heol Adam, Gelligaer, Hengoed £725,000

• 19th century 4 bedroom farmhouse  

on approx. 4.5 acres 

• Outstanding views across open countryside 

• Existing kennel business - owners retiring

• 3 kennel blocks

• Storage shed and purpose built office

EPC = C

Church Street, Penydarren £340,000

• No onward chain 

• Stone built former vicarage 

• 2 Reception rooms, very large kitchen / breakfast room 

• 5 Double bedrooms

• 3 bathrooms extensively updated and insulated 

• Double garage
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EPC = C

Heol Creigiau, Efail Isaf £699,950

• Eight bedroom residence

• 32ft lounge with Inglenook Fireplace

• 27ft Sitting room

• Stunning new 22ft kitchen/brek

• Four bathrooms

• 4625 Square Feet

EPC = D

Rhiwsaeson Road, Cross Inn £750,000

• Large detached barn conversion 

• Stunning high quality kitchen with granite surfaces 

• Large mature grounds with stream and summer house 

• Feature solid oak staircase 

• Large integral garage separate 

• Self contained annex building

EPC = TBC

Nile Road, Trealaw, Tonypandy £375,000

• Impeccable three bedroom stone built detached  

family home of immense character 

• High quality bespoke interior (by a professional designer) 

• South facing aspect with panoramic views 

• Hard landscaped garden with summerhouse 

• No on going chain

EPC = D

Darren Ddu Road, Ynysybwl £365,000

• 5 bedroomed detached family house 

• 3 reception rooms 

• Kitchen/dining room 

• Set on elevated plot with panoramic views 

• Versatile family accommodation
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EPC = D EPC = D

EPC = F

Oakmead Road, Llanharan Barry Sidings Country Park, Trehafod

Graigwen, Pontypridd

£560,000 £600,000

£469,950

• Canadian style log built home

• Luxury fitted kitchen with island

• Two multi fuel log burners

• Stunning surrounding views of the countryside

• Exclusive development of 30 homes

• Sweeping ‘In Out’ driveway plus double garage

• Country Park location 

• Detached bungalow with self contained bungalow annex 

• Could be used as a large family home

• 5 Double bedrooms in total 

• 3.5 Acres with stables and outbuildings (with planning for residential use) 

• Several paddocks

• Sitting in just under 6 acres of land which would suit  

horses and livestock 

• Detached cottage style property with 3 double bedrooms

• 3 Large reception rooms 

• Very large garage and parking for numerous vehicles 

• Outbulding suitable for conversion to stables. Further outbuildings

EPC = C 

Llanfarach Farm, Pendoylan £1,125,000

• Magnificent four bedroom bespoke barn conversion

• Large and private surrounding gardens

• 39ft lounge

• Stunning Keller open plan kitchen and breakfast room

• Miele appliances and granite work tops

• Downstairs cloak room, large utility room, separate study/office
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EPC = E EPC = D EPC = D

Oakmead Road, Llanharan Church Road, Tonteg Dan Y Felin, Llantrisant

£425,000 £399,950 £380,000

• Individual design with open plan living 

space in a picturesque setting 

• Living/dining/kitchen with a pair of French 

doors onto a large balcony 

• Three double bedrooms 

• En suite and family bathroom

• Established gardens 

• Close to a railway station and bus routes

• No chain 4 bedroom home 

• Beautifully presented 

• Gated access with sweeping driveway 

• Family kitchen and dining area 

• Four piece suite family bathroom 

• Desirable location

• Sought after location

• Four double bedrooms 

• Four reception rooms 

• Stunning countryside views 

• Village location 

• Close to amenities

EPC = TBCEPC = B

Church Road, Tonteg, Pontypridd Brynna Road, Brynna, Pontyclun£465,000 £425,000

• Bespoke contemporary 5 bedroom family house 

• 3 reception rooms 

• Stunning kitchen/dining/living area 

• Luxury bathroom suites 

• Elevated position with private drive 

• No Onward Chain

• Unique four bedroom bespoke detached home 

• Adjacent to an 88 acre nature reserve, becoming your own back garden 

• Stunning property built to uncompromising standards 

• Natural materials appropriately used with exceptional finishes  

and detailing 

• Voted as the best house in England and Wales in 2012
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EPC = D

EPC = F

EPC = E

Llanbadoc, Usk

Bulmore Road, Caerleon, Newport

Coed Y Caerau Lane, Langstone£3,250,000

£1,295,000

£1,950,000

• Magnificent six bedroom country residence 

• Set in circa 17 acres of parkland 

• Long tree lined driveway 

• Swimming pool with poolhouse 

• Coach house / stable block / private lake 

• No chain

• Beautifully improved and restored five bedroom Country 

residence in 3.85 acres with detached barn/coach house with 

developement potential. 

• Stunning panoramic views across the Celtic Manor Resort Golf Course 

• Four charming reception rooms

• 25ft bespoke kitchen breakfast room. Three superior bathrooms

• Sympathetically restored Grade ll Listed 1720’s Hunting Lodge

• Glass extension giving a contemporary twist

• Luxurious specification throughout with a built in sound system, 

biomass boiler and underfloor heating

• Stunning fitted kitchen with integrated appliances, wine cooler  

and breakfast bar

EPC = E

Meekswell Lane, Symonds Yat West £650,000

• Stunning Views across the Wye Valley 

• Impressive dining kitchen with open fireplace and range cooker 

• Offered with no onward chain 

• Holiday let opportunity with three converted outbuildings 

• Set in approximately two acres of hillside garden

• Large decked terrace adjacent to the property
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EPC = C

EPC = C EPC = TBC

St Lawrence Road, Chepstow

The Narth, Monmouth Hereford Road, Monmouth

£650,000

£795,000 £750,000

• Detached 1930s family home 

• Four double bedrooms (two with en suite facilities) 

• There reception rooms 

• Large gardens with sun terrace and feature pond 

• Beautifully presented accommodation throughout

• Rural village location 

• Individually designed family residence 

• Six double bedrooms 

• Three reception rooms plus games room 

• 3/4 Of an acre approximately

• Substantial family home

• Four double bedrooms plus a loft room that can be converted into 

two further bedrooms

• Three reception rooms downstairs

• Two with original features and fireplaces

• One bedroom self-contained annexe

EPC = E

Commercial Road, Crumlin, Newport £563,000

• Substantial detached family home 

• No onward chain 

• 6 Bedrooms 

• 4 Reception rooms 

• Extensive grounds double garage

SALE
AG

REED
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EPC = E EPC = E

Trellech, Monmouth Highfield Close, Monmouth£560,000 £550,000

• Brand new fitted kitchen

• Attractive detached cottage that has been fully renovated throughout

• A plot of 1.5 acres split into gardens and a paddock

• Living room with exposed stone walls and feature fireplace

• Two further reception rooms

• Three bedrooms, master en suite

• Period semi detached residence just minutes from  

the town centre 

• 4 Double bedrooms (master bedroom with an en-suite) 

• 2 Reception rooms plus a large ‘wrap around’ conservatory 

• Kitchen with an Aga stove 

• Generous landscaped gardens and two detached garages

£579,000

EPC = F

Well Lane, Llanvair Discoed

• Flexible living accommodation that can be arranged to 

suit a variety of needs 

• Four double bedrooms 

• Leisure suite with indoor heated pool, sauna and shower facilities

• Large living room with stone fireplace and countryside views

• Potentially offered with no onward chain

EPC = E

Tintern Heights, Catbrook, Chepstow £575,000

• Immaculately presented executive detached residence 

• Set in a plot of 3/4 of an acre 

• Located in a thriving village 

• New kitchen and bathroom 

• Double garage and ample off road parking
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EPC = E

Church Lane, Coedkernew £475,000

• Four bedroom detached cottage 

• Off road parking and garage 

• Open plan living 

• Stylish fitted kitchen 

• Excellent nearby links onto the m4

EPC = F

EPC = D

Trellech, Trellech, Monmouth

Bryngwyn, Raglan

£498,000

£425,0000

• Stone built cottage in a lovely rural village

• Extensively refurbished but retaining many original features

• 5 Bedrooms - master bedroom with en-suite

• Large sitting room and dining room both with inglenook fireplaces

• Refitted kitchen and bathrooms

• Master bedroom with en suite and dressing room 

• Three/four further bedrooms (two en suite) 

• Living room with log burning stove 

• Fitted kitchen with breakfast bar and separate utility

• Large conservatory currently used as a dining room

• Integral garage and bloc paved driveway

EPC = F

Whitchurch, Ross-On-Wye £595,000

• Impressive Grade II listed Georgian property 

• Currently used as a successful holiday let, sleeping 22 people 

• Offered with no onward chain 

• Seven bedroom, six with en-suite bathrooms 

• Disabled friendly with a potential downstairs bedroom and  

existing ground floor wet room
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EPC = TBC

Crumlin Old Farm, Croespenmaen £435,000

• Grade Two listed cottage 

• Aet in grounds of approx. 1.5 acres

• Four/six bedrooms

• 20ft lounge plus a separate sitting room and dining Room

• Large kitchen/diner with log burner

• Large games room/studio

• Garages and outbuildings

EPC = C

Old Dixton Road, Monmouth

£600,000

• Spacious 6 Bedroom House 

• 2 Self Contained Flats 

• Large Kitchen Diner 

• Detached Garage 

• Integral Garage Parking for several vehicles 

• Large Rear Garden

EPC = D

Bluebell Court, Ty Canol

£411,000

• 5 Bedroom detached family home

• Generous plot size in elevated position 

• 3 Large reception rooms 

• Kitchen with integrated appliances 

• Integral garage 

• South westerly facing garden

EPC = D

Tudor Woods, Llanyravon

£450,000

• 4/5 bedroom detached family home with 

flexible living accommodation

• Large 23ft lounge with conservatory off.

• Separate dining room

• Study/bedroom 5

• 4 Bathrooms/shower rooms

• Kitchen/breakfast room plus utility room

• Double garage with electric door

EPC = TBC

Severn Quay, Chepstow From £350,000

• New waterfront development on the River Wye

• Luxury riverside apartments

• Spacious townhouses

• Engaging mews houses

• Great transport connections

• Breath-taking and desirable location
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EPC = TBC

EPC = TBC

Joys Green Road, Lydbrook

King’s Wood Gate, Wonastow Road

£435,000

£430,000

• Detached four bedroom newly built house 

on a development of 4 individual homes

• The elevated position gives stunning 

views across the Wye Valley

• 20ft day room leading on to the garden, 

living room, formal dining room and study

• Stunning fully fitted kitchen breakfast 

room, with separate utility area

• Brand new detached home 

• Four double bedrooms, two en suite 

• L shaped living / dining / family room 

• Living room, dining room and study 

• Finished to a high standard throughout

EPC = D

Redbrook, Monmouth

£500,000

• Impressive dining kitchen with granite 

worksurfaces and ‘Neff’ appliances 

• Large conservatory 

• Dual aspect living room 

• Attractive gardens with mature planting 

• Backing on to the River Wye 

• Double garage with ample off road parking

EPC = TBC

Merthyr Road, Abergavenny £450,000

• New build

• Detached Executive home

• Exceptional specification

• Stunning kitchen/breakfast/family room

• 2 Reception rooms, en-suite to master bedroom

• Garage Parking

EPC = E

Pencoed Lane, Llanmartin

£375,000

• Offered with no onward chain 

• Far reaching views across the Severn Estuary 

• Five bedrooms, two en-suite shower rooms 

• Dining kitchen opening onto an open plan 

living / dining room 

• Mature garden with patio area adjacent to 

the property 

• Extensive gated bloc paved driveway

• Detached garage
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• Spacious detached bungalow 

• Master bedroom with en suite 

• Two/three further bedrooms 

• Large family dining/kitchen with doors 

leading onto the garden 

• Utility room and separate WC 

• Short onward chain 

• Low maintenance gardens

• Individually designed split level family home

• 4 double bedrooms

• Very spacious lounge with  

countryside views

• Separate dining room

• Beautiful fitted kitchen/diner 

• Utility room

• Off road parking for several vehicles

• 4 bedroom detached bungalow with 

outstanding country views

• Landscaped gardens of approximately 

half an acre

• Lounge and separate dining room

• Double garage with electric door

• Small hamlet location

EPC = C

EPC = D EPC = C EPC = E

EPC = F

Nant Coch Rise, Ridgeway

The Patches, Ruardean 
Woodside, Ruardean

Church Lane, New Inn,  
Pontypool

Coed Y Paen, 
Pontypool

Turnpike Road, Croesyceiliog£425,000

£385,000 £375,000 £430,000

£395,000

• Substantial 6 bedroom family home in the sought  

after Ridgeway area

• 3 Reception rooms 

• Large kitchen / breakfast room plus utility room 

• 2 Bedrooms with en-suite shower rooms 

• Double garage 

• No chain

• Detached family home in very large gardens 

• Planning to build another dwelling within the grounds 

• Planning to extend the house 

• 3 Double bedrooms 

• 3 Reception rooms 

• Garage and parking
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www.pablack.co.uk

If you would like to discuss our services further,  

or would like to arrange a free, no obligation market appraisal  

then please email distinctive@pablack.co.uk or call 0845 3402911

Albany Road 
02920 462 246  

Barry 
01446 733 224  

Blackwood 
01495 231 199

Bridgend 
01656 657 201  

Caerphilly  
02920 867 611  

Canton 
02920 397 171

Chepstow 
01291 630 876  

Cowbridge 
01446 772 857  

Gorseinon 
01792 894 422  

Heath 
02920 231 670  

Llanishen 
02920 618 552  

Monmouth 
01600 714 355   

Newport 
01633 221 892  

Penarth 
02920 703 799

Pontypridd
  01443 485600

Porthcawl 
01656 771 600  

Rumney 
02920 792 888  

Swansea 
01792 641 481  

Talbot Green 
01443 222 851

Victoria Park 
02920 397 077  

Whitchurch 
02920 612 328
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