
Government Regulation Update
Minimum Energy Efficiency Standards (MEES)  
for private domestic rentals, exemption update.

In our last update we told you about new regulations which meant that if  
your property has an EPC (Energy Performance Certificate) rating of either  
‘F’ or ‘G’, from April 1st 2018 you would not be able to grant a new tenancy  
agreement or allow a periodic tenancy to be created. 

There were notable exemptions to this regulation, the Government has  
since updated the exemption criteria, this is detailed below.

What is changing?
The Government has announced that *exemption* 
under *no upfront landlord funding* will be 
removed at some stage in 2019 and replaced with 
a maximum landlord contribution of £3500 towards 
energy efficiency.

As the majority of exemptions currently are on  
the basis of no upfront landlord funding, then 
these landlords will need to explore what works are 
required and seek three independent estimates of 
the cost of the energy efficiency works. 

If all three estimates are above the sum of £3500 
then the landlord can re-apply for an exemption.  
The Government has estimated that of the 260,000 
remaining F and G banded properties, it will cost 
an average of £1300 for the works to be done to 
achieve the minimum E rating.

What does this mean in reality?
This will pretty much force all landlords to do the 
works to achieve a F or G rating unless substantial 
works are required.  

If you have previously applied for an exemption, 
this may not be valid when the new regulations 
come into force. You will need to either reapply for 
exemption or carry out the required works.

More information can be found here 

www.gov.uk/government/news/energy-
upgrades-for-coldest-privately-rented-homes-to-
save-billpayers-180-a-year

  
 

Help & Support
There are organisations that can assist you with 
these regulations, help source funding and advise 
you on the exemption.

Vibrant Energy Matters  
The UK’s leading independent residential property 
service experts, offer help with MEES compliance.

Call: 0845 0945 192   Email: contact@vem.co.uk 
www.meesreport.co.uk/ocean

Centre for Sustainable Energy  
Bristol based charity providing advice for landlords 
on new minimum energy efficiency standards.

Call: 0800 082 2234   Email: home.energy@cse.org.uk 
www.cse.org.uk/projects/view/1344
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